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Hunter College, Spring 2011
Indigenous Movements in Latin American History
History 341.33
M/Th 14:45-16:00 p.m.  HW 412
Instructor: Dr. Sándor John.  Office: HW1545.   Office hours: Mondays, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Email: s_an@msn.com (make sure to include HIST 341 in the subject line).
Please take the time to read this syllabus carefully. It explains the goals and structure of this course, what you can expect from it, and how to do well in the class. Feel free to raise any questions.

Description: This class introduces students to some of the crucial ideas, processes and events related to social and political movements of indigenous peoples in Latin American history. As it is not possible to analyze all such movements, we will concentrate on some of those with the widest impact, particularly those that have occurred in the 20th and 21st centuries, while touching on a number of others for historical and geographic balance. We will also discuss some key concepts related to the demographics and “identity formation” of indigenous peoples. The class emphasizes critical thinking skills. Working with primary and secondary sources, students will evaluate differing opinions on historical events and trends, learning to analyze them in historical perspective. 

It is vital to keep up with assignments and come to class ready to participate constructively. Classroom partici​pation, reaction papers, exams and other writing exercises will help assess your progress in achieving these objectives. No “incompletes” will be given. Authorized withdrawals are the student’s respon​si​bility and must be submitted in accordance with college guidelines and within established deadlines as stated in the college catalogue and academic calendar.
Required books: 
1) Marc Becker, Indians and Leftists in the Making of Ecuador's Modern Indigenous Movements (Durham & London: Duke University Press, 2008), 978-0-8223-4279-3.

2) Neil Harvey, The Chiapas Rebellion: The Struggle for Land and Democracy (Durham & London: Duke University Press, 1998), ISBN 978-0-8223-2238-2.

3) Forrest Hylton and Sinclair Thomson, Revolutionary Horizons: Past and Present in Bolivian Politics (London & New York: Verso, 2007), ISBN 978-1-84467-097-0.

4) Phillip Wearne, Return of the Indian: Conquest and Revival in the Americas (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1996), ISBN 1-56639-501-1.

NOTE: The books are on order at Shakespeare's on Lexington between 68th & 69th streets. Of course, you may also purchase the books on line or any other way you want. 
You may also find this book helpful: Carol Berkin and Betty Anderson, The History Handbook (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2002). It explains how to work on a history paper, use citations and footnotes, avoid plagiarism, study for exams, and other crucial aspects of studying history. 

An Additional Readings packet will be distributed in class; other photocopied materials may be distributed from time to time and included in required readings. 

Important: This class involves a significant amount of reading. Lectures will draw on the texts, but not replace them; they are based on students having done the readings on their own. Readings will be reflected in exams, whether or not they are reviewed in class. 
Cell phones, beepers, pagers, and CD players must be turned completely off before enter​ing class. Recording devices are not permitted. If you feel sleepy, take a break and refresh your​self, but do not sleep in class. Do not carry out personal discussions during class. And seriously: No cracking gum and no texting! Students found texting during class will be marked absent for that day.
Academic honesty: The Hunter College Senate requires that the following statement be included in all syllabi: “Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examina​tions, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty. The College is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures.” Additionally, the History Department’s Statement on Plagiarism is attached at the end of this syllabus. You are responsible for reading and understanding this document. 
Blackboard: This course may use Blackboard for some purposes. Set yourself up in Blackboard at http://bb.hunter.cuny.edu, and check Blackboard regularly.

Attendance, reading and participation. This includes informed discussion of the assigned readings, and some in-class writing on issues raised by them.
Quizzes. Dates will be announced in class. There will be no make-ups. The main purpose is to determine how well students are absorbing material in class readings and discus​sion. 
Midterm and final exams. The midterm will be given on March 28. There will be no make-up. (See below). The date of the final exam will be announced. The format of these exams will be determined as the semester progresses.

Paper: Students will write a short paper (4-5 pages) on a specific event or issue involving an indi​genous movement in Latin America. Consult with instructor by March 3; the paper is due May 5.

Read “Tips and guidelines on writing papers” at the end of this syllabus.
Optional research paper instead of final. Students may opt to write a 12- to 15-page research paper instead of the final exam. If you want to do this, you must consult with me in detail by April 4, and your paper will be due no later than the last day of class. 
Grades: The instructor reserves the right to look at the entire picture before issuing the final grade. However, your final grade will be broken down approximately as follows:
Class attendance and participation (including in-class writing):


20%

Quizzes:













  


15%
Mid-term:
















20%

Short paper:















20%
Final (or optional research paper):









25%
There will be no make-ups on the quizzes or midterm; anyone missing them will have those points distributed among the other categories. 

COURSE SCHEDULE: 
The listed readings must be read before the first class of the given week. Please bring the relevant books and the Additional Readings packet to class unless otherwise stated.

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION, BASIC INFORMATION & CONCEPTS - I
Monday, Jan. 31: Introduction; discussion of syllabus and class objectives. For Thursday, Feb. 3: Read the “Some introductory materials” section of the Additional Readings packet. This consists of: Donna Lee Van Cott, “Latin America’s Indigenous Peoples,” Journal of Democracy 18:4 (October 2007), 127-141; Marc Becker, “Indigenous Peoples in Latin America, since 1945,” in Encyclopedia of World History (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2010); Nancy Grey Postero and Leon Zamosc, “Indigenous Movements and the Indian Question in Latin America,” in Nancy Grey Postero and Leon Zamosc (eds.), The Struggle for Indigenous Rights in Latin America (Brighton and Portland: Sussex Academic Books, 2006), 1-31).
WEEK 2: BASIC INFORMATION & CONCEPTS - II
Monday, Feb. 7 and Thursday, Feb.10: Read Chapter 1 of the Wearne book and the “Further intro​ductory items” section of the Additional Readings packet, which consists of: Florencia E. Mallon, “Indian Communi​ties, Political Cultures, and the State in Latin America, 1780-1990,” Journal of Latin American Studies, supplement to Vol. 24 (1992), 35-53; Salvador Martí i Puig, “The Emergence of Indigenous Movements in Latin America and Their Impact on the Latin American Political Scene,” Latin American Perspectives 37:6 (November 2010), 74-92.

WEEK 3: BASIC INFORMATION & CONCEPTS - III
Monday, Feb. 14 and Thursday, Feb. 17: Read Chapters 2-4 and “Indigenous Chronology” in the Wearne book; look over Appendix 1. ( We will have our first quiz this week or next week. (Further quizzes TBA.)
WEEK 4: BASIC INFORMATION & CONCEPTS - IV
Monday, Feb. 21: college closed. Wednesday, Feb. 23 (classes follow Monday schedule) and Thursday, Feb. 24: Read Chapters 5-6 of the Wearne book.
WEEK 5: REVIEW & “RADICAL ANTICIPATIONS”
Monday, Feb. 28 and Thursday, March 3: Review all materials assigned up to this point, and read the “Radical anticipations” section in the Additional Readings packet, which consists of: Rebecca Earle, The Return of the Native: Indians and Myth-Making in Spanish America, 1810-1930 (Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2007), 184-212;  Marc Becker, “Mariátegui, the Comintern, and the Indigenous Question in Latin America,” Science & Society 70:4 (October 2006), 450-479; “Marxism and the Indian Question in Ecuador,” The Internationalist 17 (October 2003).
(Consult with instructor by March 3 regarding your proposed paper topic.
WEEK 6: CASE STUDY BOLIVIA - I
Monday, March 7 and Thursday, March 10: Read Prologue, Preface, Parts I and II in the Hylton & Thomson book. (We will finish the Hylton & Thomson book later in the semester.)
WEEK 7: CASE STUDY ECUADOR - I
Monday, March 14 and Thursday, March 17: Read Chronology and Chapters 1-4 in the Becker book.
WEEK 8:  CASE STUDY ECUADOR - II
Monday, March 21 and Thursday, March 24: Read Chapters 5-8 in the Becker book. 
WEEK 9: SOMBER DECADES 
Monday, March 28: ( Midterm.  Thursday, March 31: Read the “Somber decades” section in the Additional Readings packet, which consists of: David Stoll, “Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity: Guatemala,” E-Notes (undated); Arturo Arias, “Letter from Guatemala: Indigenous Women on Civil War,” Publications of the Modern Language Association of America 124:5 (October 2009), 1874-1877; Karine Vanthuyne, “Becoming Maya? The Politics and Pragmatics of ‘Being Indigenous’ in Postgenocide Guatemala,” Political and Legal Anthro​pology Review 32:2 (2009), 195-217; Víctor Montejo, “The Multiplicity of Mayan Voices: Mayan Leadership and the Politics of Self-Representation,” in Kay B. Warren and Jean E. Jackson (eds.), Indigenous Movements, Self-Represen​ta​tion, and the State in Latin America (Austin: University of Texas Press), 123-148; Brett Troyan, “Ethnic Citizen​ship in Colombia: The Experience of the Regional Indigenous Council of the Cauca in Southwestern Colombia from 1970 to 1990,” Latin American Research Review 43:3 (2008), 166-191.
WEEK 10:  CASE STUDY CHIAPAS - I
Monday, April 4 and Thursday, April 7: Read Introduction and Chapters 1-3 in the Harvey book.
( If you want to write a research paper instead of taking the final exam, consult with me by April 4.
WEEK 11: CASE STUDY CHIAPAS - II
Monday, April 11 and Thursday, April 14: Read Chapters 4-6 in the Harvey book.
April 11 is the last day to withdraw with a “W” grade. 
Spring break: April 17-26.
WEEK 12: DEBATING THE CHIAPAS INSURGENCY 
Thursday, April 28: read Chapter 7-8 in the Harvey book and the “Debating the Chiapas insurgency” section in the Additional Readings packet, which consists of: Gustavo Esteva, “The Meaning and Scope of the Struggle for Autonomy,” Latin American Perspectives 28:2 (March 2001), 120-148; materials on Chiapas and Oaxaca from The Internationalist Nos. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 1997) and 25 (Jan.-Feb. 2007); Mark T. Berger, “Romancing the Zapatistas: International Intellectuals and the Chiapas Rebellion,” Latin American Perspectives 28:2 (March 2001), 149-170.

WEEK 13: CASE STUDY BOLIVIA - II
Monday, May 2 and Thursday, May 5: Read Part III of the Hylton & Thomson book.
( “Short paper” due by May 5.
WEEK 14: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
Monday, May 9 and Thursday, May 12:  and the “Recent developments” section of the Additional Readings packet, which consists of: Mario Sznajder, “Ethnodevelopment and Democratic Consolidation in Chile: The Mapuche Question,” plus speeches by R. Marhikewun and Marta Silva Vito Guaraní, in Erick D. Langer and Elena Muñoz (eds.), Contemporary Indigenous Movements in Latin America (Wilmington: SR Books, 2003), 17-34, 211-216, 187-189; Marc Becker, “Correa, Indigenous Movements, and the Writing of a New Constitution in Ecuador,” Latin American Perspectives 38:1 (January 2011), 47-62; materials from NACLA Report 43:5 (Sept.-Oct. 2010), “After Recognition.”

WEEK 15: SUMMING UP
Monday, May 16: We will sum up discussions from the class.
For those doing a research paper instead of taking the final, it is due on May 16.
Final exam: Date to be announced. 
Tips and guidelines on writing papers 
S. John, Hunter College
Students! Read and use this!
Write clearly. Not only will this help your reader, it will help you clarify your own thoughts. Conversely, unclear writing promotes unclear thinking. 

Make sure you understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it. This is crucial! 

Consult the History Handbook by Berkin and Anderson for advice on research, writing papers and related issues.
 The time you spend using this guide will save you many headaches. Students are also encouraged to use the Hunter Reading/Writing Center.

Provide full information on each source (author, title, city of publication, publisher, date of publication and, in footnotes, the page or pages cited from the given text). We use Chicago, not MLA, style. Italicize or underline the titles of books, journals, newspapers, magazines and films. Article titles are not italicized or underlined, but enclosed in quotation marks. 

· Use normal (Times New Roman), 12-point type, black ink and plain white paper. Staple the paper in the upper left-hand corner. Do not use plastic covers or artwork.

· On the first page, include a title, as well as the date of your paper, your name, the instructor’s name, and the course. Pages must be numbered.

· Double-space your text. Do not add extra spaces between paragraphs.

· Use 1-inch margins. Indent each paragraph (with a normal tab space, generally .5” or .25”). Break overlong paragraphs into smaller ones.

· Citations must be made using sequentially numbered footnotes or endnotes in the Chicago style. For information on this citation method, see the Berkin-Anderson book or http://rwc.hunter.cuny.edu/writing/on-line/chicago.pdf (full note style). Make sure you understand how to cite a given work more than once.

· Maintain consistent verb tense. Do not switch between past and present in the same passage.

· Do not use contractions (don’t, can’t, etc.).

· Avoid clichés like the plague. (Example of a cliché: to avoid something like the plague.)

· Avoid “you,” as in “the author tells you everything you need to know.”

· Avoid superfluous words and expressions, such as awesome, incredible, obviously (if it is obvious, why say it?), “I couldn’t believe how,” and others that do not strengthen or clarify your point. 

· Avoid excessive personal references. Be sparing with first-person expressions, par​ticu​larly “I feel.” 

HUNTER  COLLEGE 
The City University of New York 

Department of History 
Statement on Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is a very serious academic offense which will result in penalties ranging from reduction of class grade to failure in the course.  Plagiarism occurs when the ideas and words, published or unpublished, of others are presented as one’s own without citing the original source.  Plagiarism also occurs when the papers, research, or works of another person are presented a one’s own work. 

All direct quotations require a citation.  The form of the citation varies according to the directions of the individual professor.  In general the Department of History follows the Chicago Manual of Style Documentation I.  A work sheet of citations in this style is given to each student enrolled in a history course.  Most direct quotations are set off by quotation marks.  If the quotation is longer than four typed lines it is indented by six spaces.  The block quotation may be single or double-spaced, depending on the requirements of the individual professor.  Use block quotations sparingly.  Quote the source exactly; check it against the original to be sure everything is exactly the same.  When taking notes always use quotation marks when you are copying directly from the source. 

Paraphrasing is usually preferable to all but the shortest direct quotation.  Paraphrasing material means that it is re-stated clearly and accurately in your own words.  Sources must always be cited for paraphrased material.  Material which requires citation, in addition to books and articles,  includes: statistics, book reviews, dissertations, master’s essays, government documents, oral statements including tapes and interviews, unpublished written works, and internet sources.  When your professor allows internet sources to be used the address must be complete and clearly indicate authorship and date. 

The internet both makes plagiarism easier and allows plagiarism to be more easily recognized.  Individual professors may use the internet and other means to guard against plagiarism.  For example, they may require the student to Xerox the page or pages from which a particular source is taken, require note cards be turned in with the paper, or call numbers and location of each work cited be included in the bibliography. 

Citing sources clearly and accurately is a scholarly courtesy, which shows respect for your own work and for that of others.  It says to your reader: my conclusions are based on these sources; use them yourself – here is where they can be found – and then see if you agree or disagree.  Academic honesty and scholarly values are at the heart of education.  Plagiarism demeans yourself and devalues your degree. 

If a student is found to have plagiarized a substantial amount of material in a paper, the penalty depends on the individual professor’s stated policy in the syllabus; after discussion, it may involve 1) no credit for the paper or 2) failure in the course.  Students may appeal to Student Services where the problem is reviewed by a disciplinary committee, which is unpleasant and time consuming, and can be avoided by scrupulous care in the research and writing of papers. 

� Carol Berkin and Betty Anderson, The History Handbook (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2002).
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