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This class will look at a wide array of issues facing women in Latin American society from the preconquest period to the present.  We will examine major themes in women's and social history from sexuality to economic development and assess the complex interaction of race, class, and gender in the evolution of women's roles in Latin America.

Class Participation
Class participation is a major component of this course. Failure to attend seminar will result in a zero for class participation for that class and will negatively affect your final grade. You are responsible for all material, assignments, and announcements covered in class.  You should come to class having completed the readings for the week and prepared to discuss them. I do not expect you to be brilliant each class period.  Questions, comments, and thoughtful opinions are all crucial parts of classroom learning. I encouraged you to participate in whatever form that you are able; however, your participation must provide evidence that you have completed the readings. Each week you will evaluate the seminar leaders and your own participation in seminar. 

Women's History Month Activities
As this is a course on women's history and as March is Women's History Month, you are expected to attend at least one event.  A brief (1/2 page) reflection on the event will be due the class period following the event.  You may send it to me via email.

Leading the seminar

 All students will be asked to lead two weeks of the seminar.  Each week, two of you will be responsible for giving a brief presentation of the weekly reading and leading discussion. The rest of the class will provide weekly peer-critiques of those leading the seminar. Leading the two seminars (25%), your participation in class discussions (20%), and your peer critiques of both written assignments and presentations (5%) will account for 50% of your grade. 

Final Paper


 You will write EITHER a research paper or an historiographic paper on a topic of your choice that relates to women in Latin American society. The paper and its component parts will account for 50% of your grade.  As this class is designated as writing intensive and in order to assure that you do not procrastinate, there will be a number of assignments leading up to the completion of your paper.  Some assignments will be critiqued by another member of the class and each of you will meet with me for a follow-up discussion about your work. 

For those writing an historiographic paper (also known as a literature review):

If you choose to write an historiographic paper, you must discuss at least 15 works (Books and articles) on your topic.  Beyond discussing each individual work, you will want to address larger issues such as: How has the historiography of this topic changed over time?  How have sources changed? Interpretations changed? What is the progression of these works? How has the changing political situation in Latin America or in the world changed the focus of the subject matter? There are many other issues that can/should be discussed.  Our class discussions should provide further guidance.

For those writing a research paper:

In order to write a research paper, you must work with primary sources. If you choose this option, you must make clear when you turn in your paper topic what primary source(s) you will be using.

We have created a webpage to help you with your research and writing for this and other history classes:

http://www.umw.edu/cas/history/history_department_resourc/default.php
USE IT OFTEN!!

All papers will be in 12 pt. font, double-spaced and will have 1" margins.  If you have any questions about format or footnoting see Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations. Be sure to proofread your papers before turning them in.  Spell check and Grammar check.  Change the default on your Grammar check to FORMAL. This will avoid embarrassing errors.

Topic proposal:  due January 29  (5% of your grade) 1-2 page description of your topic and your sources
Comprehensive bibliography: due February 19 (5% of your grade)

Source Analysis:   first draft due March 17          Peer critique due March 19

          final draft due  March 24  (10% of your grade)

If you are writing a research paper, you will use the “primary source analysis” sheet on Blackboard

If you are writing an historiographic paper, you will use the “secondary source analysis” sheet on Blackboard 
.
Final paper: first draft due April 14       Peer critique due April 16
                     final draft due during the exam period  (30% of your grade:  1/3 first draft+2/3 final draft)

No extensions will be given for any reason. Computer breakdowns are NOT an excuse. A late paper (even one minute late) will be penalized 10 points for every 24 hours it is late. Remember that all of your work is subject to the UMW Honor Code.  

Grade scale 
A 95-100; A- 90-94; B+ 87-89; B 84-86; B- 80-83; C+ 77-79; C 74-76; C- 70-73; D+ 67-69; D 63-66 
LAPTOP POLICY: Laptops may be used in the classroom for notetaking only. I reserve the right to prohibit laptop use at any time for any reason.

Students requiring special accommodations:  

If you already receive services through the Office of Disability Services and require accommodations for this class, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs.  Please bring your accommodation letter with you to the appointment.  I will hold any information you share with me in the strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do otherwise. If you have not contacted the Office of Disability Services and need special accommodations, please contact them at 540-654-1266.

Books available for Purchase:
Kathryn Burns, Colonial Habits:Convents and the Spiritual Economy of Cuzco, Peru (Duke, 1999)
Jane Mangan, Trading Roles: Gender, Ethnicity and the Urban Economy in Colonial Potosí (Duke, 2005)

Joanne Hershfield, Imagining la Chica Moderna: Women, Nation, and Visual Culture in Mexico, 1917-1936 (Duke, 2008)

Celia Correas Zapata and Isabel Allende, Short Stories by Latin American Women: The Magic and the Real (Modern Library Classics, 2003) 

Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, Doméstica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadows of Affluence (California, 2001)

Maria Odila Leite Da Silva Dias, Power and Everyday Life: The Lives of Working Women in Nineteenth-Century Brazil (Rutgers, 1995)
Other readings will be available through Blackboard or through the library databases
WEEKLY TOPICS AND READINGS:

Week 1: Introduction Marianismo: The ideal of the Woman in Latin America
Read: Evelyn Stevens, "Marianismo: The other Face of Machismo in Latin America" in Female and Male in Latin America. edited by Ann Pescatello (on Blackboard)
Elinor Burkett, "In Dubious Sisterhood: Class and Sex in Colonial South America" from Women in Latin America: An Anthology from Latin American Perspectives (on Blackboard)
Week 2: Native American Women at the time of the Conquest
NO CLASS TUESDAY 
Read: 1) Karen Vieira Powers, “Andeans and Spaniards in the Contact Zone: A Gendered Collision”
The American Indian Quarterly 24: 4 (Fall 2000), 511-536 at  Project MUSE
2) Louise Burkhart, “Mexica Women on the Home Front: Housework and Religion in Aztec Mexico,” on blackboard
Week 3: Colonial Religious Women
Read: Burns, Colonial Habits
Week 4: Colonial Life Outside the Convent
Read: Mangan, Trading Roles
Week 5 Living in a Slave Society
Read: Silva Dias, Power and Everyday Life
Week 6: Life at the Turn of the Century -Argentina
Read: 1) Maxime Molyneux,  "No God, No Husband. Anarchist Feminism in Nineteenth-century Argentina." Latin American Perspectives 13:1 (1986) on blackboard
2) Karen Mead, “Beneficient Maternalism: Argentine Motherhood in Comparative Perspective, 1880-1920” Journal of Women's History 12:3 (Autumn 2000), 120-145.  Project Muse

3) Regina Root, “Searching for the Oasis in Life : Fashion and the Question of Female Emancipation in Late Nineteenth-Century Argentina” The Americas 60:3 (January 2004) 363-390 Project muse
4) Kif Augustine-Adams, “"She consents implicitly": Women's Citizenship, Marriage, and Liberal Political Theory in Late-Nineteenth and Early-Twentieth-Century Argentina” Journal of Women's History 13:4 (Winter 2002), 8-30 Project muse
Week 7  The New Woman
Read: Hershfield, Imaging la chica moderna
Week 8 NO CLASS SPRING BREAK
Week 9 Women and Work 
Read: 1) Jessica Livingston, “Murder in Juarez: Gender, Sexual Violence, and the Global Assembly Line” Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies 25:1 (2004), 59-76  Project muse
2) Tamar Diana Wilson, “Approaches to Understanding the Position of Women Workers in the Informal Sector”Latin American Perspectives  25:2 (Mar., 1998), 105-119. JStor
3) Anna Bee, “Globalization, Grapes and Gender: Women's Work in Traditional and Agro-Export Production in Northern Chile” The Geographical Journal 166:3 (Sep.2000), 255-265  JSTOR 
4) Mónica Gogna, “Domestic Workers in Buenos Aires,” in Muchachas no More: Household Workers in Latin America and the Caribbean  on blackboard
Week 10 Latinas in the US
Read: Hondagneu-Sotelo, Doméstica
Week 11 Women and Politics in Latin America
Read: 1) Susan Franceschet, “State Feminism and Women’s Movements: The Impact of Chile’s Servicio Nacional de la Mujer on Women’s Activism,” Latin American Research Review 38:1 (2003): 9-40 at JSTOR
2) Ilja Luciak, “Gender Equality and Electoral Politics on the Left: A Comparison of El Salvador and Nicaragua,” Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, Vol. 40, No. 1 (Spring, 1998): 39-66 at JSTOR
3) Karen Kampwirth, “Resisting the Feminist Threat: Antifeminist Politics in Post-Sandinista Nicaragua” NWSA Journal 18:2 (Summer 2006): 73-100 at Project Muse

4) Sarah Radcliffe, “Indigenous Women, Rights, and the Nation-State in the Andes,” in Gender and the Politics of Rights and Democracy in Latin America ed. Nikki Craske and Maxine Molyneux (Palgrave, 2002) :149-172 on Blackboard

Week 12 NO CLASS see video on Women and the Chilean Dictatorship
Week 13 Sexuality Issues in Latin America
READ: 1) Stephen Brown, "Con discriminacion y represion no hay democracia": The Lesbian Gay Movement in Argentina” Latin American Perspectives, Vol. 29, No. 2, (Mar., 2002): 119-138 at JSTOR
2) Lynn Stephen, “Sexualities and Genders in Zapotec Oaxaca” Latin American Perspectives, Vol. 29, No. 2, Gender, Sexuality, and Same-Sex Desire in Latin America (Mar., 2002): 41-59 at JSTOR
3) Rafael de la Dehesa, “Global Communities and Hybrid Cultures: Early Gay and Lesbian Electoral Activism in Brazil and Mexico” Latin American Research Review, Volume 42, Number 1, (2007):29-51 at Project Muse
4) Margaret Randall, “To Change Our Own Reality and the World: A Conversation with Lesbians in Nicaragua,”  Signs, Vol. 18, No. 4, Theorizing Lesbian Experience (Summer, 1993): 907-924 at JSTOR
Week 14  Women and the Production of Culture
Read: 1) Ed McCaughan, “Gender, Sexuality, and Nation in the Art of Mexican Social Movements” Nepantla: Views from South, Volume 3, Issue 1 (2002): 99-143 at Project Muse

2) Francie R. Chassen–López, “Distorting the Picture: Gender, Ethnicity, and Desire in a Mexican Telenovela (El vuelo del águila)” Journal of Women's History, Volume 20, Number 2 (Summer 2008): 106-129 at Project Muse
3) Christina Abreu, “Celebrity, "Crossover," and Cubanidad: Celia Cruz as "La Reina de Salsa," 1971-2003” Latin American Music Review, Volume 28, Number 1 (Spring/Summer 2007):94-124 at Project Muse
4) Janice Helland, “Culture, Politics, and Identity in the Paintings of Frida Kahlo,” in The Expanding Discourse: Feminism and Art History ed. Mary Garrard and Norma Broude (Icon, 1992):397-408 on Blackboard
Week 15 Latina Literature
Read: Zapata and Allende, Short Stories by Latin American Women 
