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HIST 498
History of Women in Latin America
Spring 2009
TuTh 11-12:15 PM
Latino Center 121

	Dr. Gretchen Pierce
	gpierce@niu.edu (The best way to reach me)

	Office: Latino Center 111, 753-1598
	Office Hours: TuTh 10-11 AM or by appointment

	Emergencies: if you can’t reach me by
	email or phone, call the Latino Center, 753-1651


Goals:

This course will examine the history of women in Latin America from the colonial through the modern periods.  It will focus on traditional gender roles for both women and men, and discuss how one's desire and ability to live up to these standards were in part affected by one's class, ethnicity, sexuality, and religion.  Other topics will include how women participated in and were influenced by political, economic, and social change, and representations of women in art, music, literature, and recent films. 
Grading:

	Attendance
	5%

	Participation
	20%

	Discussion Leader
	15%

	Movie Reviews
	10%

	Essays
	15% each

	Final Project
	20%


Keep in mind I do not “give” you a grade, I merely record what you have earned.  If you believe you earned a higher grade than the one I wrote down, you must wait 24 hours before talking to me, then bring the paper or test to me, along with a written argument as to why you deserve a higher grade.  I am willing to reconsider my initial decision, but I reserve the right to leave the grade as it was.

Readings:

Three books have been assigned for this course: 

· John Charles Chasteen, Born in Blood and Fire: A Concise History of Latin America, 2d. ed. (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 2006).  ISBN: 0-3939-2769-5.  RECOMMENDED, NOT REQUIRED.
· Catalina de Erauso, Lieutenant Nun: Memoirs of a Basque Transvestite in the New World, trans. Michele Stepto and Gabriel Stepto (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996).  ISBN: 0-8070-7073-4. 
· Carolina de Jesus, Child of the Dark, trans. David St. Clair (New York: Signet Classic, 2003).  ISBN: 0-4516-2731-8.
You will also be assigned a series of primary sources (literary, visual, and musical) as well as secondary sources, all of which are located on Blackboard. (After you select the course, go to Course Information.  The materials will be linked to the syllabus).  Lecture and discussion will be based on that day’s reading, so you are required to come prepared.  

Note: a standard rule at universities across the country is that for each credit-hour they take, students should budget three hours of study time per week, outside of class.  In a math class, that would mean completing problem sets.  In a chemistry class, that might involve lab write-ups.  In a three-credit history course, you should plan on nine hours of reading and thinking about the material critically.  This will aid your comprehension and will prepare you for discussion.  To aid you in this process, I have created a list of preparatory questions for each day’s material that will be linked to the online syllabus.  It is not mandatory that you compile the answers on paper, but it is highly recommended.  (See below).  

Participation: 

Pedagogical research indicates that active participation aids your ability to learn and retain information.  As former students have reported, it also makes the class more enjoyable.  Therefore, participation is mandatory.  We will discuss readings for part of almost every session, so come prepared.  Also, realize that on Thursday, February 26 and Thursday, April 30, we will discuss an entire book and on Tuesday, February 10 and Tuesday, April 7, a movie.  These sessions will not only help you prepare for your exams and final project, so joining in on these days will be in your best interest.

Because I recognize that not all students learn in the same manner, there will be a variety of ways to earn discussion points.  These will include asking substantive questions in lecture, talking in large- and small-group discussion of readings, completing in-class writing assignments, or carrying on an engaged conversation with me after class or in my office hours.  Even if you are shy, though, you must participate—if by the end of the semester I don’t know the sound of your voice, don’t expect any points.  
Equally important to remember is that we all come from diverse racial, class, educational, and religious backgrounds, etc.  That means you must be sensitive to and respect others’ viewpoints and opinions.  Please note: I will not tolerate disruptive behavior of any sort.  This includes, but is not limited to: reading the newspaper, talking during class, sleeping, using your cell phone, using your laptop for something other than note-taking, coming in late, or leaving the room before the end of the class.  If for some reason you have a legitimate reason to leave class early, arrive late, or have your cell phone on vibrate (your child is sick, someone in your family is expecting a baby, etc.), you need to clear this with me ahead of time.

Discussion Leader:
Each student will be asked to lead one day’s discussion along with one or two other students.  This will require you to read that day’s material in advance, meet with your partner, generate a series of questions, meet with me to make sure you are on the right track, and then lead your classmates in discussion (for approximately 60-75 minutes).  Further instructions will be distributed to you in class.
Movie Reviews:

Students will be required to watch two movies:

· I, The Worst of All (Yo, la peor de todas, Argentina, 1990).
· Eva Perón (Argentina, 1996). 

One copy of each movie will be placed on reserve at the library—you may watch them there any time that the library is open.  Keep in mind, though, that if you wait until the last minute, you may be out of luck because someone else may have the film you need.  You may also be able to find these movies at a local library, video store, Netflicks, or for purchase on Amazon or Ebay.  For each movie, you will be required to complete a movie review—a series of questions designed to get you thinking about the film and how it fits into the course themes.  These reviews will be due on the days we discuss the movies, Tuesday, February 10 and Tuesday, April 7.
Essays:
There will be two four-to-five page essays, based on a variety of assigned primary and secondary sources.  No additional reading or research is required.  The papers will be due on Tuesday, March 3 and Tuesday, May 5.  

Final Project:
Each student will do a final project that will consist of multiple parts.  You will select from a list of movies that I provide you.  Your goal will be to analyze the film’s use of gender and place it in its larger historical context in a five-to-seven page paper.  You will do this by comparing the movie to readings assigned in the course and others that you must find on your own.  Your movie summary and themes list will be due on Thursday, January 29.  The bibliography will be due Thursday, February 12.  The paper first draft will be due Tuesday, March 31.  The paper final draft will be due Tuesday, April 28.
Attendance:

As this class covers an incredible amount of historical time and space, attendance is mandatory.  You will have three, free unexcused absences; after that you will begin to lose points.  For an absence to count as excused (i.e. in cases of dire emergency) you absolutely must have legitimate documentation.  However, keep in mind that even though you will not lose attendance points for excused absences, they WILL affect your participation grade.  You cannot participate if you are not in class.   

Absences/Late Work/Make-ups:

I understand that the unexpected happens: people get sick, relatives pass away, and cars break down.  If an unforeseen emergency like this happens to you, and you have to miss class, or need to turn in an assignment late, you will find that I am very understanding.  However, the burden of proof is on you (especially in the case of missing a paper due date): you must contact me as soon as possible and provide documentation of your situation.  If you do not, I will simply assume that you do not have a valid excuse.  This is YOUR education, take it seriously.  On the other hand, do not attempt to extend a paper deadline for yourself by making dishonest excuses.  Deadlines will only be extended for valid, documentable reasons.  NOTE: Assignments are due IN CLASS unless otherwise noted.  Please do not email them or send them to me via Blackboard except in cases of emergency or where you have cleared it with me first. 

Academic Integrity:

As the NIU handbook explains, cheating and plagiarism can be defined as: copying the work of another on an examination, a paper, or any other assignment, misrepresenting another's work as one's own, copying material from books, magazines, or other resources without acknowledgment and identification of those sources, and assisting other students to do any of the above actions.  Honesty is the essence of the intellectual life of the university.  Therefore, any thefts of intellectual property, as defined above, are considered a very serious offense by faculty of Northern Illinois University, and may result in the student receiving a grade of F for the course and being suspended or dismissed from the university.  All students must sign the academic integrity form linked to syllabus via Blackboard and return it by Tuesday, January 20.
Special Needs:

If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities and require accommodations, please let me know no more than two weeks after the semester begins so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to the Center for Access-Ability Resources (CAAR), located on the 4th floor of the University Health Service, 753-1303, and they will help you to determine the appropriate accommodations so that you can achieve in this course.

Daily Schedule:
Week One: Introduction and Gender Theories

Tuesday, January 13 

Readings: none
Thursday, January 15

Readings: Reading Guidelines, Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 1-3, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis”
Week Two: Native and Iberian Women Prior to Contact

Tuesday, January  20

Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 5-19, “Little Sermons on Sins,” Erauso, xxv-xxxii

Images: “Coya,” “Andean Women and Men Harvesting,” “Midwife Bathing Baby Boy”

Academic Integrity Form Due   
Thursday, January 22

Readings: “Gender Parallelism in the Imperial Order,” “Perfect Wives and Profane Lovers” 
Discussion led by Dr. Pierce
Movie Choices Due
Week Three: Contact and Conquest
Tuesday, January 27

Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 19-32, “The Woman as Conqueror,” “Women Captives,” Erauso, xxxii-xlii

Images: “La Malinche Between Cortés and the Indians”
Thursday, January 29

Readings: “Rethinking Malinche,” “Isabel Moctezuma: Pioneer of Mestizaje,” “Yucatec Maya Women and the Spanish Conquest: Role and Ritual in Historical Reconstruction”


Discussion led by Dr. Pierce

Movie Summary and Themes Due
Week Four: Religion
Tuesday, February 3 

Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 40-44, 52-55, “Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz’s Letter to Sor Filotea,” “Santa Rosa of Lima, According to a Pious Accountant,” Erauso, xlii-xliv

Images: “Portrait of Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz,” “Portrait of Santa Rosa of Lima,” “Santa Rosa of Lima with Christ Child and Donor,” “Virgin of Guadalupe,” Ex-votos
Thursday, February 5


Readings: “Female Religious,” “Abstinence and Excess,” “Rosa de Escalante’s Private Party: Popular Female Religiosity in Colonial Mexico” 

Discussion led by Dr. Pierce
Week Five: Religion/Labor
Tuesday, February 10


Readings: Erauso, 3-29 

Discuss I, The Worst of All (led by Dr. Pierce)
Movie Review Due
Thursday, February 12


Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 32-39, “Slaves in the City,” Erauso, 30-50

Images: “Tribute Being Demanded from an Elderly Woman,” “Andean Woman Forced to Weave by a Dominican Monk”


Final Project Bibliography Due
Week Six: Labor/Marriage, Sexuality, Honor
Tuesday, February 17


Readings: “From Calpixqui to Corregidor: Appropriation of Women’s Cotton Textile Production in Early Mexico,” “Caetana Says No: Patriarchy Confounded”


Discussion leader TBA
Thursday, February 19


Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 44-52, “Scandal at the Church: José de Alfaro Accuses Doña Theresa Bravo and Others of Insulting and Beating his Castiza Wife, Josefa Cadena,” “On Her Deathbed, María de la Candelaria Accuses Michaela de Molina of Casting Spells” 

Images: “Castas Paintings,” “Priest Abusing Office by Forcing Marriage”

Music: “La Bruja”
Week Seven: Marriage, Sexuality, Honor
Tuesday, February 24


Readings: “Honor, Sexuality, and Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America,” “Women, La Mala Vida, and the Politics of Marriage,” p. 252 (Introduction only), 258-286

Discussion leader TBA
Thursday, February 26


Readings: Erauso, 51-80

Discuss Lieutenant Nun (led by Dr. Pierce)
Week Eight: Independence
Tuesday, March 3


Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 55-66, “Women in the Fatherland,” “Independence Documents,” Jesus, v-xv 

Images: “The Execution of Policarpa Salvarrieta”

Essay 1 Due

Thursday, March 5


Readings: “Vanishing Women: Female Migration and Ethnic Identity in Late-Colonial Mexico City,” “‘Half my Body Free, the Other Half Enslaved’: The Politics of the Slaves of Guayaquil at the End of the Colonial Era,” “The Participation of Women in the Independence Movement in Gran Colombia, 1780-1830” 
Discussion led by Dr. Pierce
Tuesday, March 10/Thursday, March 12


No class, spring break
Week Nine: Liberalism and the State
Tuesday, March 17


Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 66-79, “The First Wave of Cuban Feminism,” “Modern Women,” Jesus, 3-20

Images: “The Fatherland,” “Selling Gorditas at Guadalupe, Mexico”

Thursday, March 19


Readings: “Legislating Gender: The Law, Official Gender Norms, and Notions of Honor,” “Motherhood, Marriage and Morality: Male Liberals and Bourgeois Feminists, 1873-1898”

Discussion leader TBA

Week Ten: Revolution
Tuesday, March 24


Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 79-92, “Esperanza Martínez,” “Women in the Cuban Revolution,” “The ‘Rehabilitation’ of Prostitutes” 
Music: “Marijuana, la Soldadera,” “Valentina,” “Adelita” Jesus, 21-35 
Images: “Soldaderas”
Thursday, March 26


Readings: “Gender and Sociopolitical Change in Twentieth-Century Latin America,” (read the whole thing—we will discuss the Mexico and Cuba sections today); “New Roles for Sandino’s Daughters”

Discussion leader TBA

Week Eleven: Populism
Tuesday, March 31

Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 92-99, “The Integral Woman,” “Saint Evita,” Jesus, 35-58 
Music: “Captain Evita”

Final Project First Draft Due
Thursday, April 2

Readings: “Gender and Sociopolitical Change in Twentieth-Century Latin America,”(reread the sections on Argentina and Chile); “‘Father of the Poor’ or ‘Mother of the Rich?’: Getúlio Vargas, Industrial Workers, and Construction of Class, Gender, and Populism in São Paulo, 1930-1954” 

Discussion leader TBA

Week Twelve: Populism/Military Regimes
Tuesday, April 7


Readings: Jesus, 60-100

Discuss Eva Perón (led by Dr. Pierce)

Movie Review Due
Thursday, April 9


Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 99-103, Jesus, 100-28

Music: “Tô voltando”
Week Thirteen: Military Regimes/Civil War
Tuesday, April 14


Readings: “El Poder Femenino: The Mobilization of Women Against Socialism in Chile;” “Subversive Mothers: The Women’s Opposition to the Military Regime in Chile,” “The Personal is Political: Las Madres de Plaza de Mayo”
Discussion leader TBA

Thursday, April 16

Readings: “Period of Reflection on the Road to Follow,” “Self-Defence in the Village,” “Women and Political Commitment.  Rigoberta Renounces Marriage and Motherhood,” “La Matanza”
Week Fourteen: Civil War/Neo-Liberalism and Democracy
Tuesday, April 21


Readings: TBA
Discussion leader TBA
Thursday, April 23

Readings: Navarro and Sánchez Korrol, 103-06, “Feminist Awakenings,” “Making Our Own History,” “Recipe for a House,” “There Have Been Threats,” Jesus, 128-45
Music: “La Jinetera,” “Se quiere, se mata,” “María Landó.” 
Week Fifteen: Neo-Liberalism and Democracy
Tuesday, April 28


Readings: “Women in Chilean Rural Society;” “Havana’s Jinoteras,” “Pro-Life Nation”
Discussion led by Dr. Pierce
Final Project Final Draft Due
Thursday, April 30

Readings: Jesus, 145-87

Discuss Child of the Dark (led by Dr. Pierce)

Tuesday, May 5, 11:50 AM

Essay 2 Due by Email
