HIST 48200  M (course code #3720)

WOMEN AND GENDER RELATIONS IN LATIN AMERICA:

HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

Prof. Susan Besse




office: NAC 5/118

Spring 2009





phone and voice mail: 212-650-7475

T,TH 11:00-12:15




e-mail: sbesse@ccny.cuny.edu

Room: NAC 6/111




office hours:  T 12:30-2:00 (in 5/118); 

        TH 2:15-3:30 (in 5/118), and by appointment


This course will examine the history of women and gender relations in Latin American and Caribbean societies, particularly during moments of rapid change.  We will draw on a variety of methodological approaches and pay close attention to the intersection of race, class, and gender discrimination.  Readings   and discussions will center around three broad topics: colonial foundations of patriarchal relations; gender ideology and nation building; and revolution, globalization and gender transformations.  Within these broad topics fit numerous themes, including (but not limited to): sexuality, constructions of masculinity as well as femininity, religion, work, testimonial literature, and women’s movements.  Assigned readings include those written by historians, anthropologists, social scientists, literary critics, and political activists.  

Learning Outcomes. Students who successfully complete this course will:

· Demonstrate broad knowledge of the main issues, themes, and debates concerning the history of women and gender in Latin America;

· Gain insight into the complex ways in which gender intersects with other structures of power and thus become better informed and critically engaged citizens of today’s world.

· Develop critical thinking and writing skills through journal entries and the writing of an analytical paper.

· Develop oral skills through participation in class discussion and oral reports.
Required readings: (The following required books are on reserve in the library and available for purchase at the CCNY bookstore.  In addition, they may sometimes be found in libraries on the various CUNY campuses and in local public libraries; or you can buy used copies online.  These books are starred where they appear on the syllabus.  Xerox copies of articles assigned will be distributed in class.) 

Irene Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches: Gender Ideologies and Class in Inca and Colonial Peru 

(Princeton University Press, 1987)

Catalina de Erauso, Lieutenant Nun: Memoir of a Basque Transvestite in the New World, trans. Michele 

Stepto and Gabriel Stepto (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996)

Jean Franco, Plotting Women: Gender and Representation in Mexico (Columbia University Press, 1989)

Heidi Tinsman, Partners in Conflict: The Politics of Gender, Sexuality, and Labor in the Chilean Agrarian Reform, 1950-1973 (Duke University Press, 2002)

Maria Teresa Tula, Hear My Testimony, trans. and ed. by Lynn Stephen (Boston: South End Press, 1994)
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 5th ed. (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007)
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES:

I.  Introduction

  Tu Jan 27   Introductions

Class exercises: ( Establishing a starting point.

(Writing/sharing/analyzing personal versions of Jamaica Kincaid, “Girl” (or “Boy” for the men) 

 Th Jan 29   Women's history, feminist history, history of gender 

Read: 
( Joan Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” American 



Historical Review 91:5 (1986): 1053-75.

II. Colonial Foundations: The Structure of Patriarchy and Forms of Female Resistance

  Tu Feb 3     Andean gender ideologies



Read: (*Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches, to page 80


   ****
Due: Please submit your request for a date and topic for your oral presentation


   **** Due: Short autobiographies (please see instructions below) 

  Th Feb 5      Imperialism and gender transformations: From the Inca to the Spaniards

Read: (*Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches, pp. 81-158

  Tu Feb 10     Andean women’s resistance to Spanish imperialism 

Read: (*Silverblatt, Moon, Sun, and Witches, pp. 159-215

  Th Feb 12 
No class, CCNY closed
  Tu Feb 17   Gender, sexuality and honor


Read: (*Catalina de Erauso, Lieutenant Nun (Recommendation: Read the memoir first and 

only then go back to read the forward and introduction)
  Th Feb 19   Women and Religious Doctrine and Practice in Colonial Latin America: Mystic Nuns



Read: 
(*Jean Franco, Plotting Women, Chapter 1




( Document: “Santa Rosa of Lima: According to a Pious Accountant,” in Colonial 

Spanish America: A Documentary History, ed. by Kenneth Mills and William B. Taylor

Recommended: ( Nancy E. Van Deusen, ed. Souls of Purgatory: The Spiritual Diary of a 

17th Century Afro-Peruvian Mystic (University of NM Press, 2004); ( Frank Graziano, The 

Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Rosa of Lima (Oxford University Press, 2004)


   ****
Due: Journal entries on at least three different readings (1800 words minimum in total).

  Tu Feb 24   Women and Religious Doctrine and Practice in Colonial Latin America: Sor Juana

Film: “I, The Worst of All,” dir. by Maria Luisa Bemberg, 1990, 105 minutes, 11:00-12:45



Recommended: ( Kathryn Burns, “Nuns, Kurakas, and Credit: The Spiritual Economy of 

17th Century Cuzco,” Colonial Latin American Review 6:2 (1997)

   ****
Due: Proposal for final paper  ****

  Th Feb 26  
Read: 
( *Jean Franco, Plotting Women, Chapter 2


( Document: Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, "La Respuesta," (excerpts); 



Recommended: (Sor Juan Inés de la Cruz, The Answer/La Respuesta, trans. and ed. by 

Electa Arenal (NY: The Feminist Press, 1994)   (includes selected poems)

  Tu Mar 3   Women Rebels Against the Church: Witches and Ilusas 



Read:
( *Jean Franco, Plotting Women, Chapter 3

Recommended: ( Ruth Behar, “Sexual Witchcraft, Colonialism, and Women’s Power,” in 

Sexuality and Marriage in Colonial Latin America, ed. by Asunción Lavrin.
  Th Mar 5    Patriarchy and Slave Women in Latin American Plantation Societies: The Caribbean


Read: 
(David Greggus, “Slave and Free Colored Women in Saint Domingue;” and

( Barbara Bush, “Women, Childbirth, and Resistance in British Caribbean Slave Societies,” in More Than Chattel: Black Women and Slavery in the Americas, ed. by David Barry Gaspar and Darlene Clark Hines

Tu Mar 10   Patriarchy and Slave Women in Latin American Urban Contexts: Brazil

Read: 
(Sandra Lauderdale Graham, “Honor Among Slaves,” in The Faces of Honor: Sex, Shame, and Violence in Colonial Latin America, ed. by L. Johnson and S. Lipsett-Rivera;

(Sandra Lauderdale Graham, “Slavery’s Impasse: Slave Prostitutes, Small-Time Mistresses, and the Brazilian Law of 1871,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 33:4 (October 1991): 669-94.



Recommended:  ( Pamela Scully and Diana Paton (eds.), Gender and Slave Emancipation 



in the Atlantic World (Duke University Press, 2005)
III.  Women, Gender Ideology, and Nation Building

  Th  Mar 12   Republican Motherhood

Read:  
( Arlene J. Diaz, “Vicenta Ochoa, Dead Many Times: Gender, Politics, and a 

Death Sentence in Early Republican Caracas, Venezuela,” in Gender, Sexuality and

 Power in Latin American Since Independence, ed. by W. E. French and K. E. Bliss 




( *Franco, Plotting Women, Chapter 4 




(Midterm exam questions will be passed out)
  Tu Mar 17   Women of Color / White Male Nations

   

Read: 
(Doris Sommer, "Love and Country in Latin America: An Allegorical Speculation," 

Cultural Critique 16 (Fall 1990): 109-28

(Vera Kutzinski, Sugar’s Secrets: Race and the Erotics of Cuban Nationalism, Introduction & Chapter 2.


****
Due: Journal entries on at least three different readings (1800 words minimum in total).

  Th Mar 19 
Midterm Exam
  Tu Mar 24   The Mexican Revolution: Women’s Place, Women’s Resistance 



Read:  
(*Franco, Plotting Women, Chapter 5;




(Sandra McGee Deutsch, "Gender and Sociopolitical Change in 20th Century Latin 

America," Hispanic American Historical Review 71:2 (1991): 259-271.
Recommended: ( Jocelyn Olcott, Mary K. Vaughan, Gabriela Cano (eds.),  Sex in 
Revolution: Gender, Politics, and Power in Modern Mexico (Duke University Press, 2006).
  Th Mar 26   Gender Hierarchies, Political Hierarchies


Read:  
(Sandra McGee Deutsch, "Gender and Sociopolitical Change in 20th Century Latin 

America," Hispanic American Historical Review 71:2 (1991): 271-306.




( Document: Eva Perón, Evita: In My Own Words, Trans. by Laura Dail, Intro. by 



Joseph A. Page, excerpts

  Tu Mar 31   Chile’s Old Order: Men, Women, and the Latifundia
Read: 
( *Tinsman, Partners in Conflict, pp. 1-81

               **** Due: Pre-draft of final paper *****
  Th Apr 2    Restructuring Patriarchy and Class Hierarchies: Chile’s Agrarian Reform

Read: 
( *Tinsman, Partners in Conflict, pp. 82-170

  Tu Apr 7    Utopian Projects, Stubborn Realities
Read: 
( *Tinsman, Partners in Conflict, pp. 170-296

Recommended: ( Margaret Power, Right Wing Women in Chile: Feminine Power and the 

Struggle against Allende, 1964-1973 (Penn State University Press, 2002). 
Spring break: no classes.  (Enjoy!  And be healthy and productive.) 

VI.  Revolution, Globalization, and Gender Transformations
   Tu Apr 21   Women and Gender Relations in Revolutionary Societies: Cuba

Read:  ( Maxine Molyneux, “State, Gender, and Institutional Change: The Federación de Mujeres Cubanas,” in Hidden Histories of Gender and the State in Latin America, ed. by Elizabeth Dore and Maxine Molyneux


(Document: (Cuba’s Family Code

****
Due: Journal entries on at least three different readings (1800 words minimum in total).

****  
Due: Draft of final paper ****

  Th Apr 23   Women and Gender Relations in Revolutionary Societies: Nicaragua

Read: 
 (*Norma Stoltz Chinchilla, "Feminism, Revolution, and Democratic Transitions in Nicaragua," in The Women’s Movement in Latin America, 2nd ed., ed. J. Jaquette, Chapter 7.  



( Rosario Montoya, “House, Street, Collective: Revolutionary Geographies and Gender

Transformations in Nicaragua, 1979-1999,” Latin American Research Review 38:2 (2003).

Recommended: (Maxine Molyneux, “Mobilization without Emancipation? Women’s Interests, the State and Revolution in Nicaragua,” Feminist Studies 22:2 (1985): 227-54.

  Tu Apr 28   Politicization of the Personal:  Revolutionary Memoirs


Read:  ( * Maria Teresa Tula, Hear My Testimony, pp 1-101


Recommended: ( “Interview: Morena Herrera,” in Lynn Stephen, Women and Social 

Movements in Latin America: Power From Below (Univ. Texas Press, 1997), 85-107

  Th Apr 30   Politicization of the Personal:  Revolutionary Memoirs (continued)


Read:  ( * Maria Teresa Tula, Hear My Testimony, pp. 103--185


Recommended: ( Temma Kaplan, “Reversing the Shame and Gendering the Memory,” 



Signs 28:1 (2002).

  Tu May 5    Women and Men in the New Global Economy

Read: ( Heidi Tinsman, “Politics of Gender and Consumption in Authoritarian Chile, 1973-1990,” Latin American Research Review 41:3 (Oct 2006): 7-31;

Recommended: ( June Nash, “Women In Between: Globalization and the New Enlightenment,” Signs 31:1 (2005)
  Th May 7   Border Crossings: Latina lives and identities

Read:   (Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza, Chaps. 2, 7.
Recommended: (Telling to Live: Latina Feminist Testimonios, ed. by the Latins Feminist 

Group (Duke Univ. Press, 2001); (Rosa Linda Fregoso, MeXicana Encounters: The 

Making of Social Identities on the Borderlands (Univ. of California Press, 2003); (Milagros Peña, Latin Activists Across Borders: Women's Grassroots Organizing in Mexico and Texas (Duke Univ. Press, 2007); ( Laura E. Perez, Chicana Art: The Politics of Spiritual and Aesthetic Altarities (Duke Univ. Press, 2007); ( Antonia Casteñeda, Gender on the Borderlands: The Frontier Reader (Univ. of Nebraska Press, 2007)


(Final exam questions will be passed out)
  Tu  May 12  Gender Conflicts on the US-Mexican Border

Film: (Señorita Extraviada, dir. by Lourdes Portillo, 74 min. (2001)
Recommended: ( Amy Sara Carroll, "’Accidental Allegories’ Meet ‘The Performative 

Documentary’: Boystown, Señorita Extraviada, and the Border-Brothel→Maquiladora 

Paradigm,” Signs 31: 2 (2006): 357-396; ( Kathleen Standt, Violence and Activism at the 

Border: Gender, Fear, and Everyday Life in Cuidad Juarez (Duke University Press, 2008).
****
Due: Journal entries on at least three different readings (1800 words minimum in total).
  Th May 14 
Discussion of Señorita Extraviada and review for final exam


   ****  Final paper due  *****
REQUIREMENTS:

Thoughtful READING of the assigned materials, completed on time, is required and is an essential part of the course, since it will be the basis for class discussions, journal entries, and the midterm and final exams.  Students should look ahead in the syllabus and pace themselves so as to complete the reading before class discussions.


ATTENDANCE is required and is essential to your success in this course.  A maximum of four absences during the semester are allowed by the college.  Students who accumulate more than four absences may be dropped from the class at the instructor’s discretion.  

PARTICIPATION in class discussions on a regular basis is also required.  In addition, all students must give one SHORT ORAL PRESENTATION (ten minutes maximum) at some point during the semester.  It may consist of posing questions about assigned readings; or, you may present information and perspectives gained form the recommended readings; or, you may introduce your paper topic to the class; or you may want to discuss a novel, film, art, or music that fits into one of our topics; or, you may propose another sort of presentation.  On Tuesday Feb 3, please submit your request for a date and topic for your oral presentation, as well as at least one alternative date and topic.  See further guidelines and suggestions for topics attached.

Each student should keep a JOURNAL that includes at least one entry (or several shorter entries) per week (typed, 600 words minimum).  Journals will be collected on Feb 19, March 17, April 21, and May 12.  Journal entries should engage critically with the assigned readings.  For example, you may discuss the significance or speculate about the implications of the information presented, the thesis, or the approach of a particular author.  You may compare the findings and /or perspectives of different authors we read and/or compare their findings/perspectives with your own experiences.  You may question the way an author designs his/her study, thinking about what sources were used, how they were used, what sources were ignored, and what difference this makes.  You may raise questions related to interpretation, significance, implications—not just facts (and hopefully bring these to the class for discussion). You may want to do some creative writing.  Etc… The important thing is to engage with the themes of the readings; do not merely summarize what they say.  You may also react to, reflect on, or take off from issues that are brought up in class discussion, but your entries should reflect your close reading, understanding of, and critical engagement with the assigned books and articles as well.

A FINAL PAPER (of 6-10 double spaced pages 1,800-3,000 words) on a topic of your choice (but broadly related to the topic of women and gender in Latin America) should be written in several steps:  

(Please type all steps!)

Proposal: Due Feb 24.  The proposal should consist of: 

(An explanation of your topic or question and its general interest and relevance.

(A possible or probable thesis/argument. 

(A discussion of the types of sources you intend to use, primary and secondary.

(A beginning and tentative bibliography of some specific sources you have located.  

Pre-draft: Due March 24.  A pre-draft should include: 

(A restatement or refinement of both your topic and your thesis/argument. 
(An informal and tentative outline. (The form doesn’t matter; it’s the content that counts.) Remember that your initial outline and arguments are always subject to revision if you start to understand the issues in a different way as you get into the research.  A good researcher should always remain open to reconsidering his/her initial hypotheses in light of the evidence he/she finds. 

(A brief discussion of the issues that are raised in some of the sources you will be using.  (This can include a summary of the arguments—along with your critical evaluation—of one or more of the secondary sources you are using, or the beginnings of your analysis of one or more of the primary sources you are using.)




Pre-draft requirements continued on next page: (
(A more extensive and annotated bibliography (in other words, a few sentences about the content and value for your research of each of the sources listed).  

Draft: Due April 21.  

Ideally, the draft should be a full first presentation of your research.  I will not reject drafts that are 

just a few pages long, but keep in mind that I cannot give the same kind of extensive feedback to 

students who submit skimpy drafts.  If you are concerned about doing well on this assignment, it is 

in  your best interest to submit as complete a draft as possible.  No matter what the length of your 

draft, it MUST have adequate and correct notes and bibliography.  NO draft will be accepted 

(read and commented on)  that does not include these!  

Final draft: Due May 14.  

All papers MUST have ADEQUATE and CORRECT notes and bibliography to be acceptable.  Those 

that do not will be returned unread and ungraded.  (No credit or grade will be given for the assignment 

or for the course until correct notes and bibliography are included.) 

**Please note:  I will NOT accept final papers without having first seen your proposal, pre-draft and draft. Also, please submit these four stages of your work together at the end of the semester. Thank you.

The MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAMS will consist of essay questions concerning issues raised in the assigned readings.   Midterm exam questions will be passed out in class on March 12, and final exam questions will be passed out on May 7.  Students will prepare several of these questions for the final exam.

The FINAL GRADE for the course will be calculated on the following basis: 

1. attendance, participation, and the oral presentation, 20%; 

2. weekly journal entries, 
20%; 

3. midterm exam, 

15%;  

4. final paper, 

25%;  

5.    final exam, 

20%.
Late submissions of written assignments, and exams taken late, will result in the reduction of the grade for that assignment of a full grade point.  Failure to submit the proposal, pre-draft, draft, and final draft of the paper on time will result in a penalty of one third of a grade point for each piece submitted late.  Please plan ahead!

NOTE: The SHORT AUTOBIOGRAPHY will not be graded or returned (so keep a copy if you want).  I ask you to write this because I prefer to form impressions of students based on what each tells me about him/herself, rather than on such superficial and unreliable input as appearance.  The autobiographies also   help me to sustain energy for teaching at City College and provide me with information about students’ backgrounds, skills, interests, and current situations that greatly helps me to teach more effectively and evaluate students more fairly.  (It will also probably help me to remember your name faster.)  You are the author (and subject) and will, of course, choose how to present yourself and what to reveal.  But please 

include your major (if you have one) and your class status (sophomore?).  Thank you.

******************************************************************************

PLEASE NOTE: The CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity states:

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research, or writings as your own. There are many forms of plagiarism, such as: 

(Copying another written source word-for word without the use of quotation marks and footnotes attributing the words to their source;

(Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging the source;

( Using information that is not common knowledge without acknowledging the source;

(Failing to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments.

Internet plagiarism includes submitting downloaded term papers or parts of term papers, paraphrasing or copying information from the internet without citing the source, and “cutting and pasting” from various sources without proper attribution.

A student who plagiarizes may incur academic and disciplinary penalties, including failing grades, suspension and/or expulsion from the university.

A complete copy of the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity may be downloaded from the CCNY home page.  

******************************************************************************
SHORT ORAL PRESENTATION: 

Additional words of advice:

( Your presentation should be related to the topic of the class in which you present (even though there are many, many fascinating topics that we will not have time to address in this class). 

( Please plan and practice ahead so that your presentation takes just about ten minutes. 

( It is not required that you do outside research/reading for the presentation (although this might turn out to be easier).  Raising important issues or good discussion questions on assigned reading is also a valuable contribution.

( If you want to use outside sources, please come discuss this with me.  In no case should your presentation consist of reading from secondary sources.  If you would like to use a primary source that contributes to our discussion topic of the day—a short written document, or images, or music—please let me know in advance and I can make copies for your classmates or bring the necessary equipment to class.  

( Consider doing an oral presentation on the topic that you plan to address in your final paper (although this is entirely optional).   

( If you are absent, arrive late to class, or fail to present your oral report on the day assigned, you will probably not be able to complete this assignment, and your grade for participation will be lowered by at least a full grade point 

Some suggestions for topics for class presentations (many of which could become final paper topics):

((For students who took my Colonial Latin American History elective): Evaluate Guaman Poma’s attitude toward indigenous women (as revealed in his “Letter to a King”).  Assess to what extent he seems to have embraced Spanish gender ideologies and constructs his proud self-image around Spanish notions of masculinity.  Be sure to look at his drawings as well as the text.  (Feb 5 or 10)

(Present arguments for why we should refer to Catalina (in our class discussion) as “he,” AND also opposite arguments for why we should refer to Catalina as “she.”  Then lead a short class debate on this question and hold a vote.  (We will see what actually happens in class!) (Feb 17)
(Read the Time (magazine) article on the Catholic Church’s campaign to canonize Mother Teresa, and compare how it is handling this case with the ways Franco describes that the Church dealt with nuns—especially mystic nuns—in the 17th century. You can find the article at: http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1655415,00.html  Or, if you are more ambitious, look at the book Mother Teresa: Come Be My Light (Doubleday), which consists of private correspondence between Teresa and her confessors and superiors over a period of 66 years. (Feb 19)
( Read Deusen’s book (recommended) and compare Ursula de Jesus’s experiences with those of the white

mystics Franco analyzes. What difference did race make? Is Franco’s analysis equally valid for understanding 

Ursula’s life, or not?  A shorter source is: Nancy E. van Deusen, “Ursula de Jesús: A 17th-Century Afro-Peruvian Mystic.” In The Human Tradition in Colonial Latin America, ed. by Kenneth J. Andrien. (Feb 19)

(Read Sor Juan’s poems in the recommended book edited by Electa Arenal and select one or more to read and analyze with your classmates. (Feb 26)
( Read the recommended Behar article, describe in class how women used witchcraft in colonial Latin America, and evaluate the author’s arguments on why witches tend to be female, as well as the limits of this “weapon of the weak.” (Mar 3)

(Visualizing Latin American slave women: present and evaluate images of slave women in LA.  These could be in 16th-19th century paintings/drawings, or in recent artwork, films, etc.… Please choose images from Latin America, not the US. (March 5 and 10)
(Present critical analyses of images/stereotypes of women who stand as symbols of their nations.  These could include actual women like La Malinche, Eva Peron, Carmen Miranda, winners of national beauty contests, and so forth, or symbolic women like La Virgin of Guadalupe, Brazil’s female samba dancers, depictions/photos of “the revolutionary woman,” women on the tourist ads of various countries, etc.  There are many possibilities, but think about which images would work best with the topics and themes we address in this course.  (This could be relevant for many classes, depending on the image you choose.)

(Present critical analyses of images/stereotypes of men who stand as symbols of their nations.  Some obvious examples are Bolivar, Zapata, Castro (or more generally the image of the “barbudos”), Allende, Touissant L’overture, contemporary singers and soccer stars, and so forth.  Again, there are many possibilities, but think about which images would work best with the topics and themes we address in this course. (This could be relevant for many classes, depending on the image you choose.)

( Analyze some of the famous corridos (songs/ballads) of the Mexican revolution—such as “La Adelita”—that define an ideal national femininity and masculinity.  Analyses of photographic depictions of the soldadeiras would also be interesting.  For more ideas, see the recommended book for Mar 24. 

(Introduce the class to one of your favorite of LA woman artists (a visual artist, poet/writer, or singer) and a piece of her work, focusing on how she engages with, contests, or embraces gender stereotypes and hierarchies. (This could be relevant for many classes, depending on whose work you choose.  For example, if you are interested in Frida Kahlo, this would fit with the Mar 24 class.)

( If you grew up in a small farming family in Latin America, compare what you know of this world—especially the gender relations—with what Tinsman tells us about Chilean peasant families/societies prior to agrarian reform. (Mar 31)

(Watch the recently made documentary film, “Salvador Allende” and talk to the class about the highly gendered memories and attitudes of those who are pictured in the film (as well as the filmmaker’s own astonishing and seemingly unselfconscious sexism)… (Apr 7)

( Read some of the many interviews or testimonials of women in revolutionary Cuba or Nicaragua, and discuss how their personal experiences seem to support or contradict the analyses of the assigned readings for Apr 21 and Apr 23.  Or, read and analyze the unconscious gendered assumptions in Ché Guevara’s famous speech, “The New Man.”
(Compare Maria Teresa Tula’s testimonial with another testimonial (or interviews with female activists, which are plentiful), looking especially for common themes. (Apr 28 & 30)

( Compare the experiences of Maria Teresa Tula with those of Nieves Ayress, who was a political prisoner in Chile under the dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet and who also suffered sexual torture.  What factors allowed them to survive and to retain their dignity? See: Temma Kaplan, “Reversing the Shame and Gendering the Memory,” Signs 28:1 (2002). (Apr 28 & 30)
( Read some of the testimonios in Telling to Live: Latina Feminist Testimonios, ed. by the Latins Feminist 

Group (Duke University Press, 2001),  and analyze in your class presetation one or more important themes you see running through many of the testimmonios.  (May 12)
(Carry out a “survey,” in which you ask (10-30?) Hispanic women (and/or men?) you know—classmates (but not from our class), relatives, acquaintances, colleagues at work, etc.—what they think about feminism and why they hold these views.  (You could use the same strategy we used in the first class, asking them to write down all the words regarding feminism that pop into mind in 30 seconds.) Report your findings to class, along with your own perceptions/analysis of why the individuals you interviewed hold these views (which doesn’t have to coincide with why they SAY they hold these views). (May 12)

( There are endless possibilities.  Please do not feel constrained by this list. Choose something that you will have fun doing, and chances are good that it will be fun and interesting to your classmates as well as a success in terms of the grade.  I would be happy to discuss any ideas you have and try to help you figure out how to fit your ideas into the syllabus.  It makes no difference whatsoever—there is no advantage in either case—if you choose one of the suggested topics or one that you make up.  What counts is how “effective” (well organized, creative, perceptive, clear, relevant to and engaging with the course themes, well researched, and/or even provocative!) your presentation is.

