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Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-10:50am; Woodson 109
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Contact Info.:
During office hours I am in 204 Hudson, Room D
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I.  Required Texts:

Textbook:


1. Chasteen, John C.  Born in Blood and Fire: A Concise History of Latin America, 2nd ed.  New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2006.
ISBN 0-393-92769-5
Other Required Readings:

2.  Chasteen and Wood.  Problems in Modern Latin American History.  Wilmington, DE: SR Books, 2004.

ISBN 0-8420-5061-2

3. Carmack, Robert M.  Harvest of Violence: The Maya Indians and the Guatemalan Crisis.  Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992.

0-8061-2459-8

4. Burgos-Debray, Elisabeth, trans.  I, Rigoberta Menchú: An Indian Woman in Guatemala.  New York: Verso, 1984.

ISBN 0-86091-788-6

II.  Course Description:  

This will be a thematic and chronological introduction to events and changes Latin American civilizations since Independence.  The class will also study the importance of US-Latin American relations, political instability in the region, and the situation in certain countries with regard to underrepresented populations.  By the close of the semester the student will have been exposed to the major themes and problems related to modern Latin American history with an emphasis on the plight and crisis of Guatemala post-1944.

III.  Course Objectives:  

After examining the major events in modern Latin American history utilizing a variety of primary and secondary source texts as with a combination of lecture and discussion, the student should be able to demonstrate solid comprehension of the major themes, dates, and personalities important to this period.  

IV.  Grading and Examinations:  

This class will have two major exams during the semester plus a final paper.  Both exams will require the writing of well-organized interpretive essays as well as the response to multiple choice questions and short answer identifications.  There will be three map quizzes simply to identify current Latin American political boundaries (i.e. countries) and capital cities.  In addition, there will be short homework assignments to assess your reading comprehension of the major texts, one essay, and a presentation/paper of an article.  Final Grades are determined as: A=100-90; B=89-80; C=79-70; D=69-60; F=59 and below.  

	Assignment
	% of Final Grade

	Mini Map Quizes #1-3

(The Countries and their capitals of Latin America)
	25 points each

	Exam #1
	150 points

	Exam #2
	200 points

	Homework Assignments
	50 points each

	Essay I, Rigoberta Menchú
	150 points

	Final Paper Topic, Outline, and Bibliography
	50 points

	Final Paper Rough Draft
	25 points

	Final Paper
	200 points

	Participation in Class
	100 points

	Article Summary
	150 points

	In-Class Presentation of Article
	100 points


All assignments are to be typed, 12 font (with the exception of titles or other headings), preferably in Ariel font and double-spaced.  If you do “borrow” ideas from another, be certain to footnote the source.  Obviously, direct words taken from an author need to be in quotation marks.  I, however, prefer YOUR own words and interpretations rather than a whole bunch of copied textbook words!  Most homework assignments should be answerable in a paragraph or two.  Essays should, at minimum, have an introductory paragraph, two or more paragraph body, and a distinct conclusion.  The final paper will consist of a 3 to 5 page paper, not including bibliography or endnotes.

Course Requirements:

V.  Attendance 

Students are expected to attend each and every class session.  This course, designed as an introduction to the study of Modern Latin American History, is primarily lecture.  If you are not present you will miss valuable notes and explanations of the primary text essential to your exam success.  All absences must be accompanied by a physician’s note or official Blackburn notice.  Each unexcused absence beyond four “free” will remove 1 point from your final grade!  As a note of courtesy, please be punctual and please turn off your cell phone before entering the classroom.

VI.  Participation
Having just stated that the class is primarily a lecture course, discussion elements will occur frequently in class.  Often in the study of colonial Latin America, it is impossible not to discuss certain themes—there is ample room for differing views of the same event.  Please be certain to come to each class period having read the assigned materials and prepared to present your opinions and ask questions!  

Other Information:

VII.  Academic Misconduct
During our discussions, remember that we are all members of the academic community of this college and, as such, we must all treat each other with respect and courtesy.  Academic honesty is imperative to maintain your good standing at Blackburn College; cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, falsification, and complicity will not be tolerated and, if found, will result in a zero for the assignment.  Be certain to check your B Book if you have any questions about these matters.

TENTATIVE DAILY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READING ASSIGNMENT

	Week I – Tuesday

January 17th
	Introductions
	Blood pp. 15-23

	Thursday

January 19th 
	In the Beginning…
	Blood pp. 25-44

	Week II – Tuesday

January 24th 
	Library Fiction Room – Movie - Conquest and Colonization of the Inca!
	Blood pp. 44-57

	Thursday

January 26th 
	Aztec, Inca, and Maya fall; Birth of the colonies
	Blood pp. 58-75

	Week III – Tuesday

January 31st 
	Colonial Rule in a nutshell
	Blood pp. 75-85

	Thursday

February 2nd 
	The Spanish colonial periphery
	Blood pp. 86-102

	Week IV – Tuesday

February 7th 
	Independence beginnings

HW#1 Due – Morelos/Bolivar
	Blood pp. 102-116

	Thursday 

February 9th 
	Unfinished revolutions and the forgotten Central American region
	Blood pp. 119-130

	Week V – Tuesday

February 14th 
	Post-Colonial Blues
	Blood pp. 130-147

	Thursday 

February 16th 
	The Brazilian path after Independence 

HW#2 Due – Caudillo Culture
	Blood pp. 148-166

	Week VI – Tuesday

February 21st
	Progress

Map Quiz #1 – Caribbean

HW#3 Due – Slavery in LatAm
	Blood pp. 166-178

	Thursday

February 24th 
	Progress part 2

HW#4 Due - Liberalism
	Blood pp. 180-198

	Week VII – Tuesday

February 28th 
	Neo-Colonialism

Map Quiz #2 – Mexico & Central America
	Blood pp. 199-214

	Thursday

March 2nd 
	Outside Influences

HW#5 Due - Neocolonialism
	Blood pp. 216-229

	Week VIII – Tuesday

March 6th 
	Nationalism to the 1930s

Map Quiz #3 – South America

HW#6 Due – Nat. & Imperial.
	Study for Exam #1



	Thursday

March 9th 
	Exam #1


	Read ENTIRE I, Rigoberta Menchú book over break!

	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK 
	SPRING BREAK

	Week IX – Tuesday

March 21st 
	Discussion of I, Rigoberta Menchú and MOVIE 

(30 min. documentary)!
	Blood pp. 229-242

	Thursday 

March 23r
	Nationalism post-1930s
	Blood pp. 243-246

	Week X – Tuesday

March 28th
	Populist Leaders

Paper Topic, Bib, Abstract Due!
	Blood pp. 248-264

	Thursday 

March 30th
	Revolutions & Cold War

Essay on Rigoberta Menchú Due!!!
	Blood pp. 264-277

	Week XI – Tuesday

April 4th 
	Castro & Liberation Theology

HW#7 Due - Populism
	Blood pp. 278-291

	Thursday

April 6th
	Rise of Dictators

HW#8 Due – Liberation Theology
	Blood pp. 291-309

	Week XII – Tuesday

April 11th 
	Dictatorship Cont.
	Blood pp. 310-329

	Thursday 

April 13th
	Neo-Liberalism

HW#9 Due - Neoliberalism
	Harvest of Violence

	Week XIII – Tuesday

April 18th
	Introduction to text Harvest of Violence – Movie “Mexico City—The Largest City”

HW#10 Due - Megacity
	Harvest of Violence

	Thursday

April 20th
	1st Chapter Presentations
	Harvest of Violence

	Week XIV – Tuesday

April 25th
	2nd Chapter Presentations
	Prepare Paper Rough Draft!

	Thursday

April 27th
	Rough Draft of Paper Due in my office!  NO CLASS!
	Study for Exam #2

	Week XV – Tuesday

May 2nd
	Exam #2
	LAST DAY OF CLASSES – Prepare your final paper!


