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hCting Forei gn Minister, Concer ni ng Disturbed ' 
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I have the honor t o ref r t dt\1~'£·ae o o 319 of 

THE HONORABLE 

. V/.ASHINGTON. 

sm: 

pril 13, 1948, entitled "Po reat of Communistic-
I nspired Di s turbances in Ecuador", in vvhich I · reported to 
the Department the serious concern of the Acting Minister. 
of Foreign ~fairs, Dr o Jose Mi guel Garcia Moreno, regard
i ng the Communist situation. in Ecua dor, and to inform the 
Department t hat I called yesterday afternoon on Dr o Garcia 
I:oreno, at his r equest , to di s cus s these matt.e.rs furthero 
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Dr o Garci a Mor eno told me that he . still felt consid
erable concern i n regard to the threat of some subversive 
movement which might occur in Ecuador due to the ambitions 
of certain political leaders , mentioning in this connec
tion the names of Colonel Carlos MANCfmNO and Ge~eral . 
Alberto ENRIQ,UE:2J Gallo o He sa-id , however, that this con
cern was not so great a s it had been the ~revious week · 
and that he felt that the Government was alert to all 
dangers of this t ype and that appropriate measures wer·e 
now being taken to protect it against such type~ of at
tacko lie then mentioned the Communist danger Q As to 
this , he expres sed the fear that the Communist. groups 
here , being well organized and determined, if possible, 
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to organize acts of violence, arson or assassination, 
might be preparing to carry out their plans in the wake 
of any ot her t ype of political disturbance "'~hioh might 
o~cur o He said t hat he f elt sure that the Communists 
were maki ne; active preparations i'n this sense and that 
he was particularly apprehensive in regard to their plana 
ror the a ssassination of one or more prominent persons in 
~uito or Guayaquil o He assur~me, however, that ~fteotive 
measures were being taken both as regards :frontier pro
tection against t he infiltration of Communist agents from 
Colombia and as regards the preparation of lists ot un
desirable aliens whom it was the intention or the Govern
ment of Ecuador to deport in the near ruture . He said 
that both the Army and police forces w~re on the alert 
and were prepared for any emergency . As to the Army, he 
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expressed some doubt as t o its dependability in a crisis, 
ru:td said that it was torn by political rivalries, espe
c~ally as regards what he described as its Manchenista 
and Enriquezista groups . 

Dr . Garcia Moreno then said that the Ecuadoran 
Government was anxious to have a supply of tear gas 
bombs sent to it by the United States Government at an 
early date , if such action should be possible o I in
quired as t o whether the Ecuadoran Government had taken 
any steps in t hi s direction and he said that the matte'r 
had already been taken up, although he was not aware of 
the deta ils of what had been done o He said that he would 
send me his file on t his subject, and I promised him to 
look into the matter with sympathy and interest. 

Dr o Gar cia Moreno then made the surprising request 
that , if possible , I undertake steps to "reinstate" the 
intelligence service of this Embassy, which he described . 
as having existed up to the early part of the year 1947o 
He said that, in these critical times, s~ch a service 
had become more necessary . than ever before, and said that 
his request was of course base~ on the premise t~at the 
information gathered by this service. might be of great 
use to the Foreign Office, should we be willing ' to ex
change ·with the latter information of this type o I ex
plained to Dr o Garcia Moreno that, while the previous in
telligence service, which was organized under FBI auspices, 
had in fact been terminated early last year, al.l office.rs 
of our Embassy were interested in securing information of 
all types in regard to Ecuador pa.ralleling the intere~ts 
and duties of Ecuadoran diplomats in connection w1 th their. 
daily work in all other countries bf the worldo I ex
plained that we make frequent :reports to Washington, and 
that these reports cover a wide val'iety of subjects, com
mercial, social, cultural, political and otherso I said 
that we were endeavoring to do oux· best with the means at 
hand and that I doubted very much whether the United States 
Government would be in a position to take the action he 
suggested . I told him, of course, that such .action would 
have to be global in character . He repeated his request 
towards the end of our interview, and I told him onoe more 
that I saw no prospect of favorable aotion although I 
would report to my Goverrunent the views which he had ex
pressed o . 

By way ot comment, it seems SUl'prising th.a.t Dro 
Garcia Moreno would act upon the assumption that we have 
no intelligenoe service now which might be oonsidered as 
comparable to that which existed a year ago u · I naturally 
did not eluoidate on this subjeoto It is possible that 
he wished me to commit myself in some way in regard to 
our present intelligence organization . If so, he oertainly 
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received no enlightenment as regards our . · . 
alth?ugh ! expressed to him my appreciati~~g~~~~f~1 ~f~
c':lsslng Wl.th me, in such a frank manner, various confi den
t1al matters of mutual interest. 

Dr o Garcia !lorena's request was per haps of 
5 c 1· · .Di ..., • · , ' , ome ~.gn1~ ?ance 1n Vlew of tne publ ic i ty whi ch has been 

g1ve~, 1~ the local press, to -~erican news reoort s con
cernlng Qi~cussions and congxessional hearings.in Washington 
on the_subJect of t~e alleg~d lack ~f compl ete intelligence 
report1ng freE our ~bassy 1n Bogota prior to the recent · 
Colombian revolu~ion . These reports, which have caus ed 
some local c~ent, doubtless brought to Dr . Garcia Moreno's 
attention the fact that some type of i ntelli gence reporting 
is no··; in operation in our Embassies abroad, and t his may 
have iven an i mpetus to his inquiry. As pr evi ous re
por~ed, e full discussion of our CI A service i n f or eign 
Embassies, as it appeared in a Drew Pearson column in the 
United States J 'as reproduced in El Comer cio of December . 
14, 19 ?o T_is article, as also rep orted, has awakened 
the par~icular interest of Foreign Minis t er Parr a Velasco , 
who is seid to keep a copy of this articl e, mounted on 
cardboard, in his desk. My conclusion is t h at the Foreign 
Office must be well aware of the exfstence of a well
organizea intelli~ence service in this Embassy and that, · 
in the resent uncertain political s i tuation, it may wish 
to effect, an .:.noreased exchange of i nformation· with thi.s 

bessy in regard to matters affecting Ecuadoran security. 

I too~ occasion, in our conversation , to indicate 
tha~ it .ould be difficult t or me t o under take any ge~~ral 
exchange of information of thi s type , sinoe such action . 
might be considered as contrary t o our bas ic concepts of . 
non- in~ervention in the intern~l affair~ of other countries • . 

Resp ect f ully you~s~ 

Fi_e SOOB 
JFSim.mons/nl.n .. 

Cop· sent • .!!.erioan l~mbttssy, 
Bo~ot . 

~ / ~ ~<') I 

John F. Simmons 
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