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This communication is classified S%ret e S
entirety
Re Bureau airtel to all SACs dated 10/28/83.

Enclosed for recipients is one copy of Bureau
teletype dated 3/30/83 regarding captioned matter.
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For information of recipients, _
of captioned organization \i

and designated Dallas as Office of Origin. CISPES is a
nationwide organization whose headquarters is in Washington,
D. C. Above authorization allows fo

on any CISPES chapter as a part of the national organization.

Purpose of this investigation is not to investigate
the exercise of First Amendment Rights of CISPES members who
politically oppose U. S. policy in El1 Salvador and Central
America, but to ferret out the identities and activities of
those members who are knowingly supporting the Salvadorian
guerrillas in the United States and Central America, and
furnishing financial and material support to the guerrillas.

Based on the above, recipients are instructed to
determine location, leadership, and activities of CISPES
chapters in your respective territories through sources,
investigation, and surveillances. When chapters are identified,
sufficient information should be furnished to Kansas City
requesting a national security letter to obtain telephone
toll record information and banking information for the
chapters' offices. When leaders are identified and facts
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COMMITTEE IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE
PEOPLE OF EL SALVIDOR (CISPES);
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM - EL SALVADOR

' 00: DALLAS

%3+* markings, notations and items of information
contained in thﬁf ?fcument are classified Secret whlese
otherwize—neied.

T e~ ©
Re memo of SA (NN 11/9/83. \\¥/

On 11/17/83, the writer obtained a flyer captioned
"Stop U. S. Intervention in Central America and the Caribbean."
This flyer was displayed on a bulletin board in the Liberal Arts
Building, Wichita State University (WSU), Wichita, Kansas.

At the bottom of the flyer was typed:

Sponsored by the Committee in Solidarity with
the People of El1 Salvador, 2330 N. Oliver, #216-683-9750.
The flyer listed numerous dates, ranging from 1823-1983, when
the United States had varying degrees of involvement in the
Caribbean area.

On 11/28/83 the writer observed the mail box for
apartment 216 at 2330 N. Oliver (Shadow Lake Apartments
and it had displayed thereon the names| CJ
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ic Directories for Wichita indicate that
resides at
and that she subscribes to telephone
directories contain no reference to
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The same

bic

indicates
indicates esides at




KC 199C-635 - SE%T

On 11/30/83, copies of the Sunflower, a 3 day per week
WSU newspaper, September - November, 1983, were reviewed and no
mention was made of CISPES.
¥1<
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Several Spot checks of the address 2330 N. Oliver,
Apartment 216, did not reveal an inordinate amount of people
there which would indicate meetings,.

.

_LEADS:

KANSAS CITY DIVISION:

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI:

Correlate investigation.

AT WICHITA, KANSAS:

Continue investigation,
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Subject :  COMMITTEE IN SOLIDARITY
WITH THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR (CISPES);
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM - EL SALVADOR
O0: DALLAS

This communication is classified Secret dan—its

| —

Investigation at Headquarters City has had negative
results in the attempt to locate a chapter of captioned
organization within the greater Kansas City, Missouri area.

entirety—

Investigation within the areas of responsibility
of the Jefferson City, Missouri RA has also proven negative.

Investigation of the captioned organization within
the area of responsibility of the Topeka, Kansas RA had
negative results.

However, investigation in Wichita was affirmative
with a chapter of captioned organization located by SANNN

In view of the above, it is recommended that this

matter be reassigned to SA NINNENGENY
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“ATT contents in this communication are classified
Secret wiless—athorwise—roted,
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Re memo Sa [N 11/9/83. vV

On 11/16/83, a review of the newspaper morgues
at the Columbia Daily Tribune and the Columbia Missourian

failed to reveal any mention of the captioned organization.

The inquiry at the Columbia Daily Tribune revealed
the existence of an organization known as the Committee
Against Intervention, located at 811 Cherry, 3rd Floor,
Columbia, telephone 449-5433, described as an organization
opposed to U. S. intervention in Central America.

On 11/16/83, an examination of the list of occupants
in the office building at 811 Cherry failed to reveal any
listing for captioned organization, and Room 316 has a listing
on the door of "Committee Against Intervention." The building
directory listed '"Columbia Nuclear Weapons Freeze Campaign"

for Room 316.
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On 11/22/83, a review of the City Directory and telephone
directory for Columbia failed to reveal any listing for captioned
organization.

On 12/12/83, a review of the newspaper morgue for the
Jefferson City News Tribune, Jefferson City, Missouri; a review
of the organization directory for the Jefferson City Chamber of
Commerce; a review of the City Directory and telephone directory
for Jefferson City; and inquiry of Joy Sweigert, Supervisor,
Security Office, Lincoln University, Jefferson City, failed to
reveal any information to indicate the existence of the captioned
organization in Jefferson City.

In view of instructions in re memo with regard to
legitimate dissent in exercise of First Amendment rights as
regards U. S, policy in Central America, and failure to develop
information in exact name of captioned organization, no further
investigation being conducted regarding "Committee Against
Intervention."
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To : SAC, KANSAS CITY(199C-635)(SQ4-WRA)(P) Date 2/1/84

e - 52 SN ‘*QAU ALL {MFORMATION CONTAINED
rom _ KEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED £XCEPY
VIHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE,
_Subject : COMMITTEE IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE
PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR (CISPES);
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM - EL SALVADOR
OO:DALLAS

#3+3+ markings, notations and items of information
contained in this document are classified Sexret RAesS
hlrexwi-se—TToted |

Re memo of SA_ 11/9/83, and memo of L
the writer, 12/28/83.

Campus newspapers for 12/83 contained _no f
re CISPES.
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To : SAC, KANSAS CITY(199C-635)(SQ4-MRA)(P)pate 2/16/84
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OO :DALLAS

#&3+1 markings, notations and items of information
contained in this document are classified Sex:ret vnriess
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Re Kansas City memo of s !

149783,

This writer observed from a distance that

is fact a Rally was occurring, at the time and place
given. It was also noted that a small counter-demonstration

was also taking place.
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Washington, DC 20408

March 5, 1992

Mr. Clark H. Coan
P.0O. Box 442-043
Lawrence, KS 66044

Dear Mr. Coan:

This is in response to your letter of 20 February about Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) records relating to the Committee
in Solidarity With the People of El1 Salvador (CISPES).

The National Archives has accessioned all the records created by
the FBI in its investigations of the various elements of CISPES.
We checked the indexes for Headguarters and for the Kansas City
Field Office, both in its capacity as the office of origin (an
investigation was started by the Kansas City office) and as
auxiliary office (Kansas City was requested to investigate leads
provided by another field office or by headguarters.) We found
only one entry for "Latin American Solidarity"”, a document that
was withheld in its” entirety by the FBI in 1989.

We also checked the three-volume Kansas City Field Office file
(approximately 800 pages) and found the above document along with
fewer than ten documents that were originated by Kansas City.
When the original records were transferred to the National
Archives, we also received an excised copy. There are only 38
pages released in whole or in part in the excised Kansas City
file. A majority of these pages are news clippings.

We can make the excised copy of the Kansas City file available to
vou or your representative in our Central Research Room. If you
prefer, we can make paper copies of the 3B pages for 25 cents per
page or a total of $9.50. To order, please follow the
instructions on the enclosed form.

If you can send us a copy of the letter that the Kansas City

field office sent you or any additional names that might appear
in the indexes, we would be pleased to search them again.

Sincerely,

[y o> ;ﬁ".
Diuney b\\fw\\ W/
DAVID G. PAYNTER

Access Staff
(202) 501-5638

National Archives and Records Administration

.x ™,




U.S. Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Ploase Refer to

File Ne.
300 United States Courthouse
Kansas City, Missouri 64106

April 18, 1988

Mr. Clark H. Coan
643 Tennessee Street
Lawrence, Kansas 66044

Dear Mr. Coan:
This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act-

privacy Act request dated April 6, 1988, received in our office

on April 18, 1988.
A search of the indices to the central records system of

the Kansas City Office located one investigative file responsive
to your request. indicate this investigation was
reported to FBI Headquarters in Washington, D. C.

To insure all records relative to this investigation at

FBI Headquarters and the Kansas City Office are processed, your
request is being referred to FBI Headquarters for appropriate
FBI Headquarters will determine whether or not a fee

handling. : :
determination has been made, you will be advised of the approx-
imate number of pages involved, both at FBI Headquarters and in
the Kansas City Office. You will also be given an estimate of

costs of duplication, if any.
In addition to the main_iniﬂéiiﬂéEi%E_Eiii described
above, eleven "cross references" consisting of nineteen pages,
. gy AR e ST T < »

were also located where your subject matter was indeXed-and will

be processed here in Kansas City once FBI Headquarters has asses-
if any, to be charged for this material.

sed duplication fees,
Sincerely,

£y ]
S@ywvct-3—;h4mﬂﬁmpak
ROBERT B. DAVENPORT
SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

FBI1/D00J
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§ ORDER FOR PREPARED BY DATE PREPARED | GUOTE NO.
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! | REPRODUCTION SERVICES David G. Paynter 3/5/92 C

é See reverse of this form for important information.

3
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: CHECK OA MONEY ORDER NO. = . | % |RECORD PREPARATION

! ¥ PREPAID < g
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¥ S PURCHASE | OPDER NO. [Attach originel sndcopy o1 P.0.] & [OTHER tSowcify]

& ORDER z

o b 4.BILLTO 5. SHIP TO GL CREDIT

3 Clark H. Coan 292.1
ADDRESS P.0. Box 442-043 8. Have you or-

dered from the
National Archives

CITY & STATE Lawrence STATEKS STATE boind ot Lo
ZIP CODE 66044 COUNTRY COUNTRY

7. Daytime Telephone

BALANCE PAID

|

| SHIP TO CUSTOMER

6. Customer Contact
RECORD GROUP DESCRIPTION CUSTOMER CODE
RG 65 FBI records re CISPES 6W3
9. 10. 11. 12.
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS QUANTITY TYPE OF COPY COST
Kansas City Field Office files 38 DO3 paper to paper| $9.50
|
|
|
|
l
Drawe a SINGLE line through any item you do not wish to order. Page counis MAY be s SH:,:::GHzT::Q‘:D}LING >
estimated. See attached price list for unit prices. Prices are subject to change without g ¥
notice. This quotation will be honored for 30 days from DATE PREPARED noted above.
14, TOTAL ESTIMATED COST > $9.50
| | [ OPERATOR | UNITS ey gy .
l ciciha | T TIME | _COMPLETED | SHIP TO CUSTOMER O3 s
- ! L 5
w
%I =| INSUFFICIENT FUNDS - 15
al Q| HOLD FOR PAYMENT — 3 k-
3 ! < <
L 2 =
| @

NATIONAL ARCHIVES TRUST FUND BOARD

NATF Form 72 19-85)




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85)
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XXXXXX

o XXXXXX

XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

Dgglmat& of HQ (199-%84<-/
_'aa.mm:gt_pucessed at that locatiow.

For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

K& 199-635-1

NO DUPLICATION FEE

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
g DELETED PAGE(S) g
FOR THIS PAGE




Washington, DC 20408

March 30, 1992

Mr. Clark H. Coan
P.0O. Box 442-043
Lawrence, KS 66044

Dear Mr. Coan:

Enclosed are the copies that you ordered. Please note that we
copied only those pages that were released in some form by the
FBI-we did not copy the Bureau“s "FOIPA Deleted Page Information
Sheet", a sample of which is enclosed. These sheets make up the
majority of the released files. If you wish us to copy these
rages, please let us know.

Sincerely,
T R B
Do X o - (e 52
DAVID G. PAYNTER V
Accegs Staff
(202) 501-5838

National Archives and Records Administration
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To : SAC, KC (199C-635)(SQ 4)(C) Dae  7/3/85

e+ 2 [ 7

Subject : COMMITTEE IN SOLIDARITY WITH
THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR (CISPES)
IT-EL SALVADOR
00: DALLAS

All markings, notations, and items of information
T

contained in this document are .
Re Bureau teletype to all field offices, 6/18/85.
It is to be noted that the referenced communication
reflected that all investigative matters concerning CISPES

should be closed. 1In view of Bureau's directive in this
matter, Kansas City is closing this case.
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newspaper, city and state.)

TIMES", KCMO

FBI inquiry extended to

LAWRENCE — Documents re-
leased by the Center for Constitu-
tional ts show that the Univer-
sity of in Lawrence and
Wichita State University were
among scveral college campuses
where the FBI investigated
opposed to U.S. policies in
America.

invesfigation of
Solidarity With the People of El

, kmown as CISPES, but
was expanded to include a range of
political and religious organiza-

KU, Wichita State

At INFOKMATION CONTAINED

hadty IS UNCLASSIFipD
nbé&b_’if_a

oue:.  1/28/88

Edition: morning
Title:
Character:
or
Classification: 199-635

Page A-6, "KANSAS CITY

iallos, was a guest profes-

sor at KU. Fiallos is now president

of Nicaragua’s Electoral Council,
Stansifer said.

Al Wichita State, a CISPES stu-

dent up was recognized and
mnaed'ﬁ 1983 for the 1983-84

school year, a student government
spokesman said Wednesday.

However, information on the
former officers of the chapter was
not available Wednesday, said Stan
Longhofer, treasurer of the Student
Government Association.

Myme Roe, a for
Wichita State, said college was
::;':.m of any FBI surveillance
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OUR ASSIGNMENT IS TO
WIRETAP CONVERSATIONS,
TAKE SECRET PHOTOGRAPHS B2
AND KEEP FILES ON 4

AMERICAN CITIZENS
WHO OPPOSE THE
ADMINISTRATION’S 7
FOREIGN POLICY...
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{incicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.) I
Page A-9, "THE KANSAS CIT

TIMES", KCMO

Group not
surprised by
FBI inquiry

" Documents hint
at surveillance

with the People of El Salvador, that
opposes U.S. policy in Ceatral
ca.

ter of the group, which is
in Washington. The national
group, which has chapters on college
campuses across the country, was
among several grou
ning in 1981, were investigated by
the FBI for their opposition to Pres-
ideat Reagan’s policies in Central
America.

“Actually Marc and I have a hu-
morous attitude about it,”
man said. “Wichita State of 2l
they have better
th their time.”

that, begin-
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Geimaa, |
Kansas City field office.
Geiman, who said he could not
comment on the FBI surveillance,
said his office covers all of Kansas
;and Missouri west of Columbia.
When asked to define “can-
" Geiman said, “Other than
the usual meaning of the word, I
don't know what that refers to.”

In telephone interviews, Lerner

liberal arts building. The flier saud,
“Stop U.S. intervention in the Cas-
ibbean and Central America™ and

ve dates of such ‘intervention,
;nmn.ﬁthm&!ndotinlln
under the Monroe Doctrine. The
flier advertised & meeting of the
 That same the FBI began
dent newspaper, and in the January
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(indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
Page 12A, "“THE KANSAS CITY

STAR", KANSAS CITY, MO.
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Big FBI brothers

0 doubt there are abuses by

the Féderal Bureau of In-
L vestigation in its surveil-
lance of le terrorists, sabo-
teurs foreign agents. Real
terrorists, saboteurs and foreign
agents exist They do not wear
badges of identification. '.l'hey of-

lace themselves in groups
whl legitimately opgoae US.
foreign policy. It’s doubtful that
‘many of them are in the ranks of
those who are in a constant tizzy
against contra aid.
. The issue arises frequentl
cannot be settled satisfacto: y in
a democracy. There are cynical

tors of naive organiza-

tions and there will be inevitable
excesses by government agencies
that try to identify them.

But in a country such as the
United States, angeerror by gov-
ernment ought to be on the side of
Llution and restraint.

“~The damage done by a spy or
dmole” can be devastating. The
‘wreckage created by Guy Bur-
-gess, Donald Maclean, Kim Philby
=-snd Anthony Blunt in Great Brit-
meonﬂn;e;fgdt:lhda withTt!l:e
“Breeding paranoia. The
diss and Rosenberg cases in this
try were similar. On the other
E:.n the depredations of the
roduct, McCarthyism, are dou-
destructive. First, they genu-
-hely damage freedom. Second,
they create a climate of revulsion

in which genuine traitors and their
collaborators are able to tcu
martyrs and defenders of the very
liberty they would destroy.

An agency engaged in coun-
termeasures against espionage
can't win. If it fails to penetrate
terrorist mu'm,nthen it is roundly

the explosions
begin. If it does not uncover such
an outfit as the Walker family
which sold naval secrets to the
Soviets in wholesale lots, then
Congress wonders what kind of
dolts are in counterintelligence.
Yet the FBI and its coun
obviously are far from perfect
instruments. The outrages com-
mitted in the days of J. Edgar
Hoover and the recent treatment
of a black FBI agent by racist
colleagues are proof enough of
stupidity or willful evil. Such acts
wipe out public trust.
%, en an act of surveillmcem

gins, an agency cannot W
where it lead' Most often,
probably nowhere. But govern-
ment must set a tone of caution,
and thgtp must eomeffrom the l.lt:yP
down. Opposition to foreign
certainly is no definition of uplon-
.age. It is a fundamental of demo-
cratic government to understand
the ference between treason
and dissent. If there is reasonable
doubt, then government should do
pothing.

Date: 1/29/88
Edition: eve_ning
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(indicate page, name of

ET no one but the Federal Bu-

reau of Investigation knew what

a hotbed of radical student ac-
tivism Wichita State University was
in 1983 and 1984. Ah, yes, those were
the good old days — when as many
as 10 people attended meetings of the
WSU chapter of the Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El Sal-
vador (CISPES), exercising their
First Amendment rights by discuss-
iing the deeper implications of US.
‘foreign policy in Central America.
Their numbers alone must have gal-
vanized the FBI into action, knowing
what a threat the now-defunct group
and its individual members could be
to national security.

The FBI's surveillance activities at
Wichita State four or five years ago
_ indicates the Reagan administration’s
¢ paranoia. There was no room — per- -

stated opposition to the Reagan ad-
. ministration’s U.S. foreign policy ini-
tiatives in Ceantral America. If the
privacy of individuals had to be com-
promised, so be it. If such activity
violated their constitutionally protect-
* ed rights of free speech and assem-
' bly, so be It. If the investigation yield-
_ed no information of benefit to the
“national security interests of the
United States and foolishly wasted

What on earth is FBI up t(.")?‘ ¥
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haps there still isn't — for publicly -
- right about this investigation at WSU

millions of dollars in the process —

“well, so be it.

The absurdity of the situation is

- even more apparent. Why would the

FBI be interested in spying on a stu-

dent group of microscopic propor-
tions, who conducted meetings and
attended classes at an urban com-
muter campus in the solidly Republi-
can Midwest? Was the Reagan ad-
ministration afraid this disorganized
band of pacifists could whip the
masses into an opposition frenzy?
Leaders of the best-represented stu-
dent organizations at Wichita State
know what a headache it is attempt-
ing even to reach 17,000 people who

cut across so many demographic ’

strata. The idea of WSU's CISPES
chapter threatening national security
is absolutely laughable. iy

Rep. Dan Glickman, D-Kan.," was
— it's reminiscent of McCarthyism

'"and the FBI investigations conducted

against private citizens for decades
under J. Edgar Hoover. He's right,
too, that these kinds of investigations
undermine FBI credibility on impor-
tant, legitimate matters. Let us hope
someone at the FBI in Washington
Jearns a lesson from this political

embarrassment.
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In 1984, Otto was & Uberal aris
= senior and Gentry was a campus
staff librarian. During 1883 and
1984, Otto also was president of
the WSU chapter of the Commit-

sad his fiancee ‘Lf“}’ﬁ‘im”ﬁ'ﬁ tee in Solidarity with the People of
Eﬂﬂﬂflpi'bbtlntnncampm El Salvador. :
w Adel:ig.&mrdmg to - THE FBI targeted that group,

known as CISPES, on hundreds of
campuses from 1981 through 1884,
documents obtained by the center
‘show. ' :

of his old Oliver Street apartment,
particularly because of the public

mature of the CISPES chapter and
its tiny size — running from a high
-of 20 members in the early 1980s
to fewer than 10 during his presi-
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Grahamm said the documents
also mentioned the CISPES chap-
ter at the University of Kansas
elaboration.

SAID that the documents

HE

fused comment or denied knowl-
edge of the probe. . )

An FBI spokeswoman in Wash-
ington, Kathie Bradford, refused
to comment on specifics, but said
in a prepared statement that such
investigations took place to deter.
mine “alleged criminal activity

:

tive to the consti-
tutional rights of the American
public, and the bureau has no in-
Serest in interfering with the exer-
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Issue could involve
all Kansas colleges

CY Chiistine Doll
Staff Writer
and .
Erwin Seba
Government Editor

Fedenal Bureau of Investigation
;surveillance of organizations
b the Reagan admmm

ﬁon ]

‘may have included K-State groups,
’gadma to the faculty adviser of
idenits in Somhrity with Central
- John Exdell. associate professor of
#hsqily and SISCA adviser, said
that documents released
Wednesday by the Center for Consti-
unoml Rights in New York indicate
surveillance of student groups
extended 10 every college campus in
Kansas,
" News reports have mentioned
surveillance at the University of
Kansas and The Wichita State
University.
The Center told Exdell that, based
&n documents :trwcxvedupmoh
Rwsuit settlement, “all universities
in Kansas bave been subject ©
investigation.”
i WSU and KU are the only two uni-
sersities in Kansas for which details
f the FBI surveillance are available.
bined with revelations coming from
e congressional hearings held this

sumwimothelnn-conmam is
disturbing.

This summer’s hearings revealed
that the Reagan administration
planned to suspend the U.S. Consti-
tution if the United States invaded a
foreign country.

“Wheuymlookamutmplan.
whwh I believe involved making

itis moﬂdum.rhng
Exde!! said. - .

Exdell said he plans to make a
Preedom of Information Act request
for documents relating to the surveil-

News reports Thursday said the
FBI surveillance began in 1981 and
lasted five years. No group under
investigation appears 1o have been
prosecuted based on information
gained in the surveillance.

According to the documents, the
FBI's surveillance began because of
an allegation against the Committee
in Solidarity with the People of El
Salvador. The allegation claimed the
organization had provided illegal
military assistance to the leftist
rebels in El Salvador.

The FBI investigation expanded to
include other political organizations
opqm_ed to Reagan Administration
policies. ‘

The Center for Constitutional
Rights obtained the documents as
part of a lawsuit it handled for CIS-
PES against the FBL
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By Chrisfine Dol
Staff Writer
ond -
Erwin Seba
Govemment Editor

HowSmmOnopvemeFedealhe Bm:-nof
of Inves the impression he was
gmmnmgw to leftist rebels in El
Salvador is known only to the buresa.
Soft-spoken and idealistic, Otto is bewil-
dered by reports that he was wnder FBI
surveillance when he was president of the
Committee in Solidarity with the People of El
Salvador at The Wichita State University.
*Why they decided to focus on me, the
prwdmt,naumwbenwehadbstmmtot‘
our members.... ltwasahnostwmepmm
lbcywmmvuugaunglnm -group,”
Ouomdmanmmwwuhujumuonc:uy
bome.

FBI documents, dating from 1981 10 1986,
nkandWechmdaybyﬂnNchatbued
lawyers group, Cenier ‘for Constitutional
Rights, revealed that CISPES was the focus
of a nationwide surveillance operation.

In those documents is a surveillance report
containing a description of a man who was a
'WSU senior in 1984, according to a story in
Thursday’s Wichita Eagle-Beacon. -

In 1984, Otto was a senior in liberal arts
and president of CISPES at WSU.
Accarding 80 the documents, CISPES was

i investigated because of an allegation that it

was supplying arms 10 opposition guerrillas
mElSalntkrbova'dmmeU.S-b.d:ed

: Ouo, mmhmanployeemth
security clearance st the Boeing Co. in
Wichita, said he was not surprised the WSU
pmpwwu:hdupmoummnmde
investigation of CISPES. What does surprise

Date: Manhattan,Kansas

Local man [~ "
subject of FBI

surveillance —

(o]

haracter:

Submitting Office: KC

‘him, however, are the tactics he thinks the
FBI employed. Looking back, the unex-
plained now becomes understandable to him.

*“What surprised me was when I found out
khey were out in the parking lot taking pic-
mofmﬁ'iendscuningu\dluvin;'hcl
said '
Not only did FBI agents take pictures of
the parking lot, but inside his apartment as
well, he said.

“There were a couple of times when we

-saw flashes coming from the parking lot We

couldn’t figure out what it was,” he said.

He said he could not imagine why the FBI
would want to watch him at home. It was
almost as unexplainable as when a man, at a
CISPES meeting, asked if the group was
sending guns to El Salvador.

“We thought it was a pretry strange ques-  ALL 11itOR Hllb i C NED
tion at the time,” he said. HEREIN |S ILASH

Although the FBI was suspicious of Otto, "TW‘K%
fis former employer, Phil Vega, editor of the )

Junction City Daily Union, trusted him
enough to let him cover the city and county
government as a reporter.

“It’s tinddnd:ubu. Vega said. The
Daily Union was one of the papers Otto
worked for after graduating with a degree in

ism and a minor in political science.

Even if Otto was inclined to be a part of a
weapons-smuggling operation, be said there
was little he could do in Wichita.

“I can't imagine what they thought a ter-
r:&ncclthichium;oin;bdo.‘be

The CISPES organization at WSU
received $50 one year from the Stedent

| =

FB1/DOJ




ek e o R o L ]

- P,

A T

6 ot o St 2t LT EX

R A e ol L

Lot 1

B e e
AT A s Y
fs s b _— 3 e P T e P gy am

;
z.
'
?.
£
t.-
!
]
i; :
1
¥
§

Senate, he said. Most of the money
wasspemonlsingleadv i
nmc:uhncﬁrmunbmuu-cbcgin-
ning of that yw.mmp:ﬂzxtim's
ﬁmmialsiunﬁonwunobnditcould
not pay chapter dues in 1984 and
dropped 10 an affiliate status.
Fund-naising activities included
pelling brownics and Nicaraguaa
colfec al the student union — Dot
:ﬂlmymuppmmmminz.he
mgroup‘sobjecﬁvemtop@-

bers watched films, such as 2
documentary featuring actor
A.smr.mdinviwdspeakmwhohad
visited Central America.
NolonlydidOuonyhehckedu\e
mwymgivewmcause.bealso
tacked the motivating ideclogy.
“I'm obviously 0 the left,” said
Onn.whomttedfa'mclmelsk-
son campaign in 1984. “But, I work
within the system. A
*1f [ were. to work outside the sy3-
milwouldbemﬁlikccivildis-
cbedience and not shooting people
and running around in terrorist
cells.” - o
Now he must work within the sys-
tem If he wants 1o find dut what the
FBIwmhzhe‘.".Gnguofhfcr-
mation it compiled about the nation-

That requires filing a Freedom of
Information Act request, which will
1ake at lcast 10 days 1o process. Then
he must wait until the documents
break the red tape and make their
way 10 his home.

If and when he does receive them,
there is no guarantee he will know
any more afier reading them. Much
of the text has beea censored by the
FBL .

“If you ask them (about what they
blacked out), they'll tell you “Well,
this is all classified stuff that's sensi-
tive 30 pational security,’ he said.

*But when you look at what they
did, you know — the whole opera-
tion — it"s obviously just embarrass-

ment to them.”
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alvador at The Wichita State University.
El Salvadoran rebels.

Steven Otto stands outside his Junction City ap darity with the People of EIS
f the Committee in Soli- CISPES was suspected of supplying arms to

artment. Otto was kept

under FBI surveillance while he was president 0
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FBI investigators cross

fine line of

The FBI's investigation of groups
that oppose President Reagan's Cen-
tral American policies walks a very
fine and dangerous line.

The thought of any govemment
agency surveilling a specific group
becauseofitspoliﬁcllbehcfsisvery
dﬁquhﬁNLCNBDfﬂw e
rism:hnweh.&micg.mjoyﬂ

3~ ~politi opmions —

an excuse for
legitimate jlo;::lf
—via means — groups or
s of criminal
the line where a legiti-
mate invutigaﬁon_ftgns u;lco harass-
ing surveillange”that begins 10
g ifon AN Tt W
fine one.
crossed over in this case.
Documents obtained by a New
York lawyers’ group, under the
Freedom of Information Act, show

And one that the FBI has

harassment

that the investigation had gone far
beyond checking allegations of
ceiminal activity by one specific
oppodtiongrwp—hthisascﬁn
~ Committee in Solidarity With the
People of El Salvador. The docu-
ments show that the investigation
was expanded to include over 100

Some of the many organizations
hchldedweremeSoudmmaxrist-
ian Leadership Conference, a hospi-
tal workers union in Philadelphia,
the United Auto Workers in Cleve-
land and all the college campuses in
Kmsas.'lhesemnotgrwpsdm
one would consider hotbeds of radi-
cal activism. Since the investigation
began in 1981, there has been no
proof of criminal action uncovered.

Yes, there is a neod-for investiga--

sion ineo- céirminal activity. But, éspe-
clally ™ where political-

being violated
investigations do mot tum into
harassment. :
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Abuses

by FBI
alleged

Papers indicate
surveillance of
liberal groups

The New York llﬂ'mDoc ;

WASHINGTON — uments
made public Wednesday show that
for more than five years the FBI
conducted extensive surveillance of
hundreds of American citizens and
groups opposed to the Reagan ad-
ministration’s policies in Central
America. ; )

The documents, which were ob:
tained by a New York lawyers

group under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, indicate that the cam-
paign began in 1981 and included
the use of undercover agents, infor-
mers and surveillance of peace dem-
onstrations around the country.

Groups at the University of

Kansas in Lawrence and Wichita
State University were among the
argets.
3 .Ea one rally, the documents show,
FBI agents took photographs of
marchers and recorded their auto-
mobile license numbers. Agents
were also authorized to begin sur-
veillance of students at Florida
State University, the documents
show.

The lawyers’ group, the Center for
Constitutional Rights, charged that
the bureau’s activities violated the
civil rights of opponents of the
Reagan administration’s foreign
policy. .

But the FBI, acknowledging that
it had conducted a surveillance
campaign, said its investigations
were legal and were based on re-
ports of “alleged criminal activity.”
The bureau would not be more
specific. citing an internal inquiry

| into the matter. ) ]
Even if the agents’ actions did not |

constitute an illegal infringement of
individual rights, disclosure of the
extensive campaign seems certain to
raise new concern about the surveil-
lance of domestic groups involved
in what appears to be legitimate
political protest.

Some of the documents provided
to reporters Wednesday, 50 pages of
about: 1,200 the center obtained
from the bureau, demonstrate a hos-
tility or cynicism toward the pro-
testers. In one document, an agent
in the bureau’s Chicago office de-
scribed the demonstrators as “made
up, to a large extent, of the 60s
activist type who is often described
as ‘a rebel looking for a cause,” ™

Law enforcement officials had
previously acknowledged an FBI in-
vestigation of the Committee in
Solidarity With the People of El
Salvador, or Cispes, a liberal group
that is opposed to President
Reagan’s foreign policy.

But it was not clear until Wednes-
day that the inquiry had been so
broad and involved so many other
liberal groups. A government offi-
cial with knowicdge of ihe doo-

ments said Wednesday that the in-
vestigation began in 1981 after alle-
gations, never proved, that mem-
bers of Cispes had‘provided illegal
military assistance to leftist
guerrillas in El Salvador.

According to the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights, the investigation
originally targeted Cispes but then
expanded to more than 100 other
groups, including the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference,
the Roman Catholic Maryknoll Sis-
ters in Chicago and the United Auto
Workers in Cleveland.

Two law-enforcement officials
said Wednesday that they under-
stood that investigations had not
resulted in any prosecutions. It is
not clear whether any of the FBI
investigations are still under way.

Ann Mari Buitrago, a spokesman
for the Center for Constitutionat
Rights, said the documents demon-
strated a revival of the discredited
policics of J. Edgar Hoover, the
former FBI director whose illegal
surveillance efforts directed against
lllggg groups were exposed in the

“Something is terribly wrong at

the FBI,” Buitrago said.
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The center, a public interest law-
yers’ group, represented Cispes in a
lawsuit seeking the FBI documents.
The documents made available
Wednesday were released as part of
a settlement.

Rep. Don Edwards, a California
Democrat who is a frequent critic of.
the FBI, said the bureau’s investiga-
tion “got out of hand.” He added,
“This investigation has an odor of
harassment about it.”

One of the documents released
Wednesday showed that the bureau
office in Dallas planned in 1983 to
“introduce”™ an undercover agent
into the Dallas office of Cispes,
which has raised money for human-
itarian aid to El Salvador while
protesting American policy there,

In another document, a teletype
to the FBI's headquarters near
Washington, an- agent in the bu-
reau’s New Orleans office said it
was “imperative at this time to
formulate some plan of attack
against Cispes.”

One document from the bureau’s
Houston office described surveil-
lance of a 1985 peace rally. The
report said that FBI agents took
more than 100 photographs of the

anannaTin COE T:;"".'-"'.
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protesters, recorded the license
plate numbers from some of their
automobiles, and then shared the
information with other bureau of-

fices. L
In its prepared statement, the
bureau said, “The predication for
and focus of these investigations 18
alleged criminal activity rather than
the motives and beliefs of those
being investiga 4 :
“The FBI is sensitive 10 the con-
stitutional rights of the American
public, and the bureau has no inter-
estin imcrfe'{ing with the exercise of

these rights.

not immediately clear that the FBI
had violated the law by its surveil-
lance of the groups.
The law does permit undercover
investigations of political organiza-
tions if there is legitimate concern
that federal law has been violated.
“There may have been a proper
basis for the investigation initially,”
said Edwards, whose House Judicia-
ry Subcommittee on Civil and
Constitutional Rights oversees the
FBI. “But it just got out of hand.
What troubles us is the scope of the

investigation.”

The Center

Rights said Wednesday that the FBI
its investigation in 1981 after

allegations that Cispes was an illegal

agent of a foreign government.

The investigation was later broad-
ened, the cemter said, to determine
whether Cispes members might be
tied to terrorists in El Salvador and
elsewhere. “Needless to say, the FBI
never had nor ever found any infor-
mation to support that premise,”

the center said in a written state-

ment. : d
As the investigation grew, other

for Constitutional

groups affiliated with Cispes came
under scrutiny. The Center for Con-,
stitutional Rights, after studying the
files, said it had determined that
more than 106 organizations were
mentioned in the bureau files,
In a document released Wednes-
day, an .agent in the bureau's.
Philadelphia office provided FBI
headquarters with a list of the
names of a dozen groups “actively
involved in demonstrations, semi-
nars, marches, eic, regarding the
U.S. intervention in Central Amerj-
ca.” Among them was a hospital
workers’ union in Philadelphia.
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FBI surveillance to be studied

The New York Times
WASHINGTON — President
Reagan has ordered an internal re-

view of the FBI's surveillance of

domestic groups opposed to his

Central American policy, the White

House said Friday.

“He is concerned because there
should be no investigations of
Americans for their _polmcal be-
liefs,” said Marlin Fitzwater, the
White House spokesman.

Fitzwater said no on¢ 1n the
White House or the National Se-
curity Council knew about the five-
year surveillance campaign 1n which
the former FBI director, William H.
Webster, authorized the use of un-
dercover agents and informers to
gather in ormation about the

groups. e .
The bureau has said its investiga-

tions were legal. _ )
The campaign came to light this

week with the release of about 1,200
pages of internal bureau files ob-
tained under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act by the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights. The documents
show that more than 100 groups
came under scrutiny beginnin in
1981 because of ties to critics of the
administration’s foreign policy.

The White House said Reagan
had asked the bureau’s new direc-
tor, William S. Sessions, to investi-
gate the activities authorized by
Webster, now the director of central
intelligence.

“My understanding is that Judge
Sessions will be reviewing the
matter, providing a report to the
attorney general and ultimately to
the president,” he said.

He said he did know whether
Webster would be involved in the
review.

Webster's chief spokesman, Bill

Baker, said Webster had authorized
the investigations because of credi-
ble evidence of criminal wrongdo-

ing. He would not be more specific,
saying this evidence was classified.

Other administration officials
have said the bureau had informa-
tion indicating that U.S. citizens
were aiding rebel groups involved in
terrorist activities in El Salvador.
Baker said congressional oversight
committees were kept informed
about the investigations.

Fitzwater said that Howard H.
Baker Jr., Reagan's chief of staff;
Attorney General Edwin Meese III;
and Sessions met Thursday at the
White House to review the disclo-
sures about the surveillance effort
and the case of Donald Rochon, a
black FBI agent who was the victim
of a campaign of racial harassment.
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Surveillance
' at KU listed

demned such surveillance by

any governmental agency.
And Rhonda Neugebauer,

a member of KU’s Latin

outraged, because I assumed
this tactic would have been
They commented in light
of documents released
Wednesday by the Center of
Constitutional Rights which
showed that KU and Wichita
State University were among
several college camnpuses at
which the FBI investigated
groups opposed to U.S.
policies in Central America.

CHARLES Stansifer,
director of the Latin studies
center and a KU history pro-
fessor, said, *I don’t like the
idea at all of the FBI or any
other government agency in-
vestigating the political ac-
tivities of students, faculty
members or private
citizens."

However, he said, “It
wouldn't surprise me at all
that any group that any had
sympathies with the San-
dinistas would be under

surveillance.”
say the FBI's in-
vestigation and infiltration of
U.S. groups began with
surveillance of the Commit-
tee in Solidarity With the
People of E! Salvador,
known as CISPES. But the
investigation was expanded
to include a range of political
and religious activities.
Stansifer said “I personal-
ly do not know of any in-
stance in which I or any of
my colleagues in Latin
America have been tailed by
the FBI,"” but he wouldn't be
surprised if the FBI was wat-
ching KU because of its
numerous contacts in Cen-
tral America.

‘*THE POINT is the Center
of Latin American Studies
has more contacts in Central
America than any other
university in this particular
region,” Stansifer said. *“We
have lots of people going
back and forth, we have San-
dinistas visiting us, we have
Sandinistan visiting pro-
fessors and visiting lec-
turers.

“The ambassador to
Nicaragua has been here, the
vice president of Nicaragua
has been here. And so, If
they, the FBI, were looking
for shall we say people who
sympathize with the
Nicaraguan government,
they’d be easy to find on this
campus.”

Neugebauer said past
surveillance activities, un-
covered by Congress, “‘made
us believe that we could
always be under scrutiny
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‘blacked out’ by FBI
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KU grad works‘for rights center in N.Y.

By WAYNE PRICE
J-W Staff Writer

A Kansas University graduate
who works for the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights in New York
says FBI documents that revealed
a surveillance campaign against
critics of U.S. policy in Central
America offer few details about
what the FBI checked on at KU.

And that’s not necessarily good,
said Ann Mari Buitrago, Freedom
of Information Act coordinator for
the center.

There are some expanded
references mentioning FBI in-
vestigations at KU but they are
blacked out in documents the
center released this week,
Buitrago said.

The Center for Constitutional
Rights, a New York-based lawyers
group, was successful in obtaining
FBI records on domestic
surv: the federal
Freedom of Information Act. The
center received about 1,300 pages
of documents about the FBI
surveillance activities but many
passages are blacked out, or heavi-
Iy censored, Buitrago said.

#_, ., the material that isn't there
has got to be worse than the
material that is there,” said

Buitrago.
“It's possible there’s an alter-

native explanation,” she said. “I

think there’s grounds to start in-

quiring about this.”

BUITRAGO, WHO received a
master’'s degree in political
science from KU [n 1955, said the
documents indicate that the FBI's
Kansas City, Mo., office received
leads regarding activities at KU
from its Denver bureau.

Quoting from an FBI document
dated May 1984, Buitrago said the
mention of KU was this: “Kansas
City field office investigation is
continuing at Kansas City, Mo.,
and Lawrence, Kans., (University
of Kansas.)"

The report said an FBI agent
was supposed to follow up on leads

atKU.
“It's all blacked out what they

want him to do,” Buitrago said.

A SPOKESMAN in the FBI's
Kansas City office told the
Journal-World he could only say he
wasn't aware of an agent specially
assigned to Lawrence at the time
mentioned In the report. He noted
that there are agents who conduct
investigations in the region.

“l really don't have much
knowledge of it directly,” =zaid
Mike Kortan, FBI special agent.

Buitrago said the center is at-
tempting to get the FBI to release
1,800 more pages of FBI
documents.
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She zaid the documents showed
the FBI investigated hundreds of
organizations and individuals op-
posed to the U.S. policy in Central
America.

THE DOCUMENTS also reveal-
ed that federal investigators con-
ducted survelllance on a Wichita

State University senior and his —

fiance in 1983 and 1984. The stu-
dent, Steven Otto, who now lives in

" Junction City, was president of the

WSU chapter of the Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El
Salvador, or CISPES.

Officials at KU have said they
weren't aware of a CISPES
chapter at KU or any surveillance
activities here. But Dwaine Hem-
phill, a second-year law student at
KU and member of Latin
American Solidarity, a campus-
based organization generally
critical of President Reagan’s Cen-
tral American policies, szaid its
possible that CISPES represen-
tatives may have been at KU at
one time or distributed literature
here.

“It's a loose informational net-
work,” Hemphill said of the groups
opposed to the administration's
Central America policies.
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Mdnfg FBI officials refused to comment.
By Jeff 7 Chancellor Gene A. Budig was out
st e 5. of town yesterday and could not be_

5
Two men affiliated with the Uni- rsached for comment. Executive
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i fay show. Vafiprstnnd why the FR! weuld want
i ’ the

A New York lawyers’ group, to spy on anyone exercising his
; for Rights,  pights,
§ obtained the documents from the FBI “I cannot for the life of me under-
; under the Freedom of Information stand why they would want to take

Act. The decumenis reveal that sisrveillance of student organizations
undercover agents, informers and that are purswing a lawful act or
monitering of peace protests course even If it's a group differing in
opinion with government,” Ambler
said.
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warning

By Jeff Moberg

Kansan staff writer

citizens in the early 1980s, Rep. Jim
Slattery, D-Kan., said yesterday.

In a telephone interview from his
Topeka office, Slattery offered 2
stern warning 10 the new FBI direc-
tor, William Sessions, who was sworn

were L
pistration’s policies in :
America. TWO men affiliated with
KU were under surveillance.

ished the FBI

Slattery said he '

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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“THE UNIVERSITY DAILY
, Lawrence, Kansas
2/1/88

Slattery offers

to FBI

said. "l‘hereuaveryﬁneunethe
I-'Blneed!townlkwhenthzymmilor
i mdlt.hinktlnycrossed
limited resour-
ther see the FBI

i dmgtrafﬁcking in

this country.

Slattery said he was concerned
about the investigation and he would
like authorities in Washington 10
delve into the FBI's operation fur-
ther. U.S. Atlorney General Edwin
Meese 111 said Thursday that he

would order 2 review of FBI activi-

ties.

slattery said, “1 hope the appropri-
i will look into this and
get to the bottom of it."”

The Center for Constitutional
Rights in New York obtained the
documents from the FBI under the
Freedom of Information Act.
ing to the documents, the FBI

investigated many major Universi-
ties out the country, includ-
ing KU and Wichita State University.
Bernice Crane, & spokesman for

the lawyers' grou

the information pe

lance at KU
including dates and names.

p, said almost all
rtaining to surveil-
had been blacked out.
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