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From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director , Feder al Bureau of Investigat ion 

Subject: Communism and Trade Unions in Guayaquil. Ecuador 

There i s being transmitted herewith a memorandum obtained from a 
confi dential reliable source on Communi~ and Trade Unions in Guayaquil. ~ouador. 
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This i nformation is also being furnished to the Coordinator of Inter
American Affairs . 

Enclosure 

cc- Di r ector of Naval Intelligenc~ . cc _
Navy Department, Washington. D.' C .. ' '_:__, 

Brige;d}..er General Hayes A. Kroner 
General Staff ... 
Chief, Military Intelligence Service 
War Department, Washington. D. C. 



In Gua_aquil and the Province of Guayas there exists a large 
numb r of Labor Unions . Due primarily to the adoption of a labor code_ 
copied from the ~xiean code. they have been able t o gather considerable 
strength du ing the past few years . Throughout these Unions there is 
evi dence or Co ietic influence but no evidence of org~izera from 
comounist ssia~ the influence of Communism is manifested by the 

ndency of the Union members to call each other "COJDre.de" and by the 
prOminent di play of the insignia of Communist Russia on buildings 
t hroughout th city. ~ 

Laborers have voluntarily adopted Comrounima. it ia reported. ~ 
wit out any underetanding of' ita principles; however, there has not been 
&XlY ••idenoe of representatives f'rom Russia working among the nativee. 
The condition or the laborers in Ecuador bas been compared with the con-
dition ot the laborer• of pre-Revolution Spain, and similarity of con-
d1tiona &mong those in Ecuador and among those of Spain before the 

Tolution hae caused considerable concern on the part of capitalists. 
They reali&ed that the Unions are rapidly gaining atre~h, becoming 
more deJIIUld.iJlg in their claims , and will eoon become a powertul and 
dangerous force . 

(/) 

Tbe l aborers of thia region are largely IDdiana. Negroes, &Dd ~ ~ 
atlJoa . fhey han long liYed \Dlder poYerty-stricken cODditiona ud ~ ....,.~ 

r• alaoat wholly i lliterate. The illiteracy, elaaa diatinctiOD, low ~ 
lk»rala • and extremely lowr atandarda of l1•1ng prevalent in this region C:O 
coatribute to the willinp1eaa of theae workers to tollow any leader who f:S 
pra.i1ea deliTerance tram the intolerable conditione under Which they 
11••· 

1'b.t present, leader ot the Co..udata ill Guayaquil ia Enrique 
Gil Gi rt, an author who recently won a -..11 measure ot tame with 
h11 book, • ueatra Pan." He ia ably~a ated ill thia o.baoit;y by an 
unaoNpuloua and degenerate cripple Joaquin Gall~~~ t. and by a 
•trous-ar.M LieuteD&Ilt n••d Pedro s • Thia group ot •n baa openly 
diaouaaed the r.priaala &Del exeoutiona they intend to carry out ~ 

_..._..~c ... -:1::-:::- •ni .. Mco..e the dcwtaati.Dg toroe in Eo\l&dor. They have openly 
•t.ed ot ezeo\ltillc all the b&Dkere in Guqaquil exoept Carlo• o ArO:::: fd tbe BaDoo de Deacuento. llltlatill& in thi• ftJ tb&t he 11 

0 
ritA the PanJ. 'fbe lMci'na orpniaatica ot the Ot 1 miat 
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Obrer& Rafael Baldez, 
arty in Guayaquil ia the Labor Union, Asoci~cion This organization 

with eighty-five bere in the Canton of tllagro. in this canton 
e toraed OG February 17, 1926. A list of the Unions 
ieh are atrongly Communiatio is aa follows: 

d 0 mber 8, 1939. 
At®iaoion Ferroviarla Guayaquil and QUito • forme ece 

Cocdte Sindical de Peluqu roe - fo~ September 20, 1924 • 25 members. 

edaraoion Qbrera d 1 Milagro • formed May 3, 1928. 

S _ dicato de Panaderoa - formed November 27, 1934- 25 members . 

Sindi~ato d Obreroa y Trabajadores Agrioolas del Ingenio "San Carlos," 
400 mbers, formed March 30, 1936. 

Sindloato de Obreroa y Trabajadores Agrioolas y Azucarer&s del 
!ngenio "Adelina Maria, " -formed March 29, 1939. 

e.to de Trabajadores del Ingenio "Valder.," -formed March 6, 1941. 

to de Obreros del Ingenio Rooafuerte - formed September 5 , 1941. 

~ ~tua de Beneficencia de Naranjito - formed Januar.y 23, 1937 
raber• . 

Obrero del Milagro - formed March 11, 1938 - 40 members. 

Another UliiOD reported to be definitely Conmmnistio is that of 
the Camite de ~reaa Trabajadorea de Cemento Haoional, which was formed 

c r 13, 1~. In the Pro•ince of Quayaa alone there probably exists 
at leaat one hundred twenty-five small Labor Unions. The exact organi
~tlonal aet• up eupervieing the aotiviti•s of all these Unions is not 
clear, and it i1 doubtful if their efforts are well ooord1nate4; but the 
raot "that they exiet, are rapidly gaining power .. and are permeated with 
c~ .. ~ietio tendencie• makea them a force to be reokoned with as soon 

• the right leader appear1. 

Beside• the Camnuniatic outlook, the diaaatiatied worker• otter 
a rertile tield for Axia agents who wish to c r eate diaorder within Ecuador . 
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