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) {_It is argucd 11 Point 25 that the first phase of the bour-
geois-democralic revoluiion consists of two stages, In the firs\
slage the Jaudal-imperialist bloc is in power. The naii:nal-bour-
geon_c i1 the miosl important of these countrieh plays a prepon-
eratingly oppositional although a vacillating role. Ms aafional-
relormist pariies gxcicise considerable influence over 1he niassesy
tic. In thig stage i} is-incumbent on the Communist Party 10 win
over' and moblisg the workers and peasants |lor mass demon-
4 strations a'ﬁainst the ruling bloc and for organised struggle for
lbeir everyaay demauds, exposure of the-nationsl-reformist Pary,

eic. ‘
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.. In the secom; stage the bourgeois parties join in a very
marked manner the jmperialist-feudal ruling bloc, iheir oppo-
sition begins logplay a-very secondary role and their counter-
revolutionary st Liggle against the workers and peasant move-
ment, becoines. paramount, Finally,' the bourgeois parties are

;h'awh._‘ipt.o ‘parlicipation in the mighest gm‘rerhment organs, el

In this stage [t is:incumbent on the Commbunist Party to pwirf
-over and mobilise the workers and peasants under the slogan of
the overthrow. of lthe’ entarged ruling bloc, not only the imperia-
list and feudal lords; but also the Parties df the "hational biy
bourgeoisie, and alsp {o launch thé general dgrarian revolution
ardil'to steer the course towards the sejzure ¢t Stafe ppwer. But
e very imporiant point.is the situation betweétn the [ift an.d the
second stage. Here /it should be émphasised with the utmog

Communist Parly to wait lor the bourgeois parties 1o assume
power before raising the question!of the overthrow of the bour-
Fems government and of 1he agrarian revolution. The Communisi
‘arty should avoid, as lar as this is possible, a development of
.the sccond stage in which it has to raise the question of the
agritian revolution loo soon, in which it is compelled to bring
forward -the question ‘of workers! and peasants’ government ht
the turning: point between' the first and second stage. Let us take
for: instance the Wuhan period. The mistake of the Communist
Party consisted in its inabilily [to raise the question of the
agrarian revolution and of the seizure of power by the workers
‘and peasants. soon- enough| atreatly belore the beginning of the
Wuhaneperiod.” If our Ghinese, Communist Party had rajsed at
theright " time the question of agrarian revolution and seizure of
power, seizure .of meer by us would have been possible il not
cerlain. We .should have been workjng towards this possibility,

There is-also'a véry long Point 26 in the Theses where the
possibility of such 2 development-is certainly mentioned. But in
view of the schemalic. altjtude of most ofsour parties and the
serious errors..of our Chinese Party, we cannot allopt a rigid
division info two stages a4 given in the Theses, | ~ )

has 'been treated by the Comintern like a stepchild, namely, Ire-
land. I think that the time has come to deal seriously with Ire-
land. One could of course say  lreland. is a free siate, a Do-

mistake. Ireland is 2 free st2t€ or a Dominion only in name, In
- reality lreland is still in fhe position of a colony. Wgnl was given
" here as the characletistic of a- Dominion? That the British white
bourgeoisie pushes the nafives into the background and creates
“a new whilc state which, economically and politically,. is an
agency of the mother coyntry. Anolhkep comrade will deal in
greater detail with the DSMfigion question. I think that this for-
mula does nol {zke inlo considerzlion the centrifuga) tendencies.

- oppression;of a whole people by British imperialism. Tn Ireland
the social policy of the conquerors aimed at depriving the native
population of land. We witness there the typical economic
policy of imperialism towirds a subject race. i it is true for a
coloty that the-“mother country” impedes the productive lorces,
it is cerfainly !true for Ireland whete British imperialism 'is
ruthlessly impeding the productive fofces of the country. I Ire-
land bears formally the charac¢ter ol a Dominion, this is due fo a
Tevolution ‘which had ‘its course between 1016 and 1923. This
revolution ended in a compromise between the national bour-
" reoisie and Beritish imperialism. This revolution was hrought to
.- an end by a sanguinary, civil’ war of the hew ruling bloc of the
imperialisis and the national bourgeoisie agains} {he petty bour-
.- reoisie "and the workers and peasants who wanted to continue
;the struggle for’ full independence. The revolution cime to 1
slanfiatill hall way, but the Irish question is not yet solved. Ire-
.- land has not yel secured independence and national unity. On
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- agree will, Comrade Caraey that it is now nothing bul an agengy .
.ol British imperialisin, If it is necessary- lor us to-take up a very | -~

_in lreland a yenuine Communist Party capabie of leading the na-,

energy that it is nol necessaty #nd even notipermissible for the’

. sation. Bul we must demand more. We must ‘demand that this
. ‘nryranisation be transformed info a political organisation, inlo &

‘I should like to say also a*few words about a couniry w ich

minion, and rest content with, this. But- this would be a serjous

- In'Irelaad the situalion is utterly different. We witness there the

. economic and political simeation of the c¢olonial .and semis’ -

discussion on the Programme. NeveMheless. | should likesto -i',
“urge the need of a thoraugh study of the, eolonial, semi-colonial ot "33
and dependent countries, \ > s - FL
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the cpntrary, Geeat Britam has driven a wedge into the nations) ~ .
unity} The agrariansquestion s not yer solved in Ireland, it is - /S
probably not known that peasant rebeilions have taken place - - JEE.
ately in lreland, We witnessed in 1922.- 23 seizure of langd on .t 48
a large scale by poor “and middle peasants, eslabhsﬁytml'pl" S

Soviels it rural districts, the unfurling ot the Red Banner on the: v
buitdings of the big landlords. - . :
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Everyone knows about the miserable position of the agris
cultzral labourers in [reland, but the labour movement, foo, I8
in a miserable position in lreland. As to the Labour Party 1,

dyfinite attitude towards the Labour Party in Britain, this is all
tire more negessary i Irgland. Tha the most important point j8
that in Ireland we have no revolutionary, no Communist Party,’ "o
There is cerfainly the fact that the Trish Workers League has begun
lately 1o be polinically aclive, for instance, i 1he 1927 elecjjons. - -
But it is not yet a Party in the true sense ok the word: it ig not . -.5
et @ Commmaist Party, and as louy as,we have no Comm}min- St
anly n Ireland, we will #dt be able to make ‘any headwayl We .-
wilnessed it the last years a big political crisis in Ireland, We . -
will comtinue to lag behiid also in future if we do not establish:
tional and social hberation struggle, R D, oL
Hegemony has already béen in the hands of the labour mo~ "
vement in Irefand, namely, in the revolutionary yéars 19161918, -
in the Easter insurrection and also later. At that time the lrish
labour movement committed a Ing mistake; it gave up hegemony ..
and indepeadence and became. only an appendage ol the petty -
Bourgeois republican movement. The result was —*a break up - .~
of the revoluliopary labour movement and’ a reinforcement of -
the reformist Jabour organisatiqus. In this{ respect a change has_ .
talten place lately, and we are progressing. This year the frisit
Workers Leaghic has begun to act as a kind of political organis

Communist Party. We Have Communigt Partied in China and =

India, which work even under the pressure ol while terror and
in very complicated situations, why should not we have ‘2~ |
Communist Party in Ireland? Are we 1o rest content thefe with
diverse lahour organisations and keep silent on the fact that we *:
.stand in need of a Communist Party? We mus! not dp sa. It is *
high time 10 lake 4 slep Iorwarj. all the more 80 as there are '
good elements in Ireland which we can use, and not only ju'the -
political groups of the workers, but also in trade unions, There
are also many honest revolutionary “elements among the Re- * .
publicans whom we can win over to our side. Such a Party would . .
pive an impefus 1o the labour movement and could also catry ...
out the slliance policy w'\th the peasantry which is one ol the "
main problems in Ireland. “With the support of the C..l. and the
‘British -Party, such a Party could achieve considerable reaults -
i the Irizh revolulionary movement, | .
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Comrade PAREDES (Ecuador):

on the whole the colonial theses are fquite .ac-'
ceptable. Nérvertheless 1 should like to pass some crilical
remarks on ‘ar few points, ' :

The classification of the different countries in these thesed
is better than in the Dralit Programme. Nevertheless | believe
that there should .b& a different sub-division as regards the
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colonial countries. In the discussion on itheé -[rogramme -
pointed oul the necessity of imfroducing a néw group of:
countries 1o be described as “dependent couniries”, This question
is ol imporfance in working out the proper factics for these
countries, 1 am nnl going to dwell upon this question, notr
upon ‘a number of other points ‘which 'F have raised in the
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revotution, stress onght _to be laid aibppn four chiel” points: -
1. the economy of the country; L the dey¥ge of economic pene-
tration by Linperialisin; 1) the pn!iiica! strefieth ol the country,
and 4. the political sway ol imperialism. In coanection with
the first point it is essential 1o make an attentive study of the - .




